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PREFACE 


"HE Succeſs this Work has met with, ks 
encourag d the Author to correct and a- 


P WP © Y 


mend it, (as the firſt Edition was printed only 
from the rough Draught) and as that is fold 


off, to print a Second Edition; and as a Gra- 


tuity to the Publick, has render'd one of the 
Parſon's Tales, See Page 66, into Verſe, 
which he flatters himſelf may at leaſt ſerve 
to amuſe, if it is of no other Advantage to 
the Reader: And as his Limits will not admit 


a large Preface, he only begs leave to return 


his Thanks to the Publick, who in all Pro- 


bability may find this the laſt of his Per- 
formances, as its being the firſt was contrary 
to his em, 


The 
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71 E Parſe ſon warm'd with nappy Ale, 

In Wards he theſe began his Tale ;— 

In Dyſart hv'd a Man of Fame, 

David ap Thomas was His Name : 

4 Man, whom Fortune deigu'd to baſs 
With Health, a Wife, and Happineſs; 
Was born the Heir to ſome Eſtate, 

Tho” far from being good or great; 

And as cur Fools awe keep at home, 

David by Fate was ſent to roam. 

In London, David happ'd to find, 

Dame Fertune mere "th common kind ; 

But as Ambition and fell Pride, : 

And many a monſircus Vice beſide, 

Ne er poiſon d his ſerene Deſires, 

Or kindled in him hatred Fires; 

Ss be defign'd, — as Story fays, 

I Dyſart Ville to end bis Days. 

To cut it ſhort, be came and found 

Himſelf befriended all around; 

For ſome Folks hold that Friendſbip's Charm 

Hs firong, when Money keeps it warm. 

The Mives of Edwards, Williams, Jones, 

With ſhaking Heads, and canting 7 ones, 

Extol the gocd, the happy Parr, 

And beap Encomums on the Fair: 


Nor 


4 
7 8 4 


Vis Brain unboil'd wwith Fealouſy ; 


| No Mortal is allew'dto Eno, 
A Cup of Gall diſturbs his Peace. 
And 2 Tranquility to ceaſe; 
' Incumbent of the Church Aﬀai! rs, 
Poſſeſs dof Years, and hoary Hairs, 
N. boſe Mem'ry fait d, Whoſe Voice as low, 
A Curate had, one but — 1 


| For all ſubmit, or Joon, or late: 


Z With Politicks, and what King reigns, 
He troubles not his ſettled Brains. 


For Parſons don't love common Fare. 


[ vii ] 
NVer are their Husbands far behind, 
But call him beſt of human Kind. 
Here happy David liv'd, and free, 


Eat, drank, and ſlept, then roſe again 
Dewoid of Care, devoid of Pain; 


But, — as conſummate Bliſs belr, 


The Vicar thinks, the Youth apprizes 
Of David's Houſe, and then adviſes, 
17 poſſible, to table there; 


The Motion made, the Wife agreed, 
And the Ohheckors, Madam feed: 
A Wonder this | — but Cupid's Dart 
Had pierc'd the aged Lady s Heart. 

O Love, triumphant er the World, 
That has ſo many Millions hurt d, 

In ſpite of Reaſon to their Fate, 


[ vii 11 
The pious Mat ron heretofore 
Read Pilgrim's Progreſs o'er and o er, 
And other godly Books of Fame, 
Which would be needleſs here to nume; 
Each Su nday N zght could tell the Text, 
And Heads o tb Sermon utter next: 
The Pricft and ſbe would talk Religion, 
And harmleſs ſeem as Dove and Pigeon. 
A Series long did they enjoy, 
And found a Time to kiſs and toy; 

Jill dreadful Night, Tabell remember, 
The fourteenth of the Month November, 
The Husband happ' ly tmaxbare, 
Sus priz' d the top gur Pair ; 
Had in his Hand a Tard of Bull, 

As tough as Horſe Hide to the Fall; 
His Eyes ſhot fire, his Paſſion ſtrong 
Seig'd and confin'd his eager Tongue ; 
Then on he falls, the Prieft and Wife 
For Mercy begg d, and begg d for Life; 
Their Life he "har d, but out of Door 
He turn'd the Prieſt, and kept the Whore, 
He ended here; © the Moral's good,” 
Quoth be. * 7f righthy under flood.” 
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JOURNEY 


| LnanprINDod WELLS, Sc. 


LAME having ſpread abroad the Vir- 
tues of Llandrindod Waters, as far ſur- 
paſſing thoſe of Scarborough and Chel- 
tenbam, and it having been vilited by 
teveral of my Acquaintance, it was obſerved the 


Journey and Waters might be of Service to ſome 


who afterwards accompany'd me there, and it 
was remarked to us, that the latter End of June, 


or Beginning of Fuly, was a proper Seaſon. E 
ſet out on Friday, July the 7th, 1744, together 

with a Friend who I ſhall call Mr. Facome, and 
a Relation of the Female Kind, after having been 


amuſed with Promiſes of more Company, which 
different Accidents prevented coming: I ſay we 
ſet forward as above, and came that Day to Clee- 
bury, or as it is commonly wrote, Cleobury Mor- 
timer in Shropſhire, This Town is ſituate in an 


excellent Air, (as the long Lives of the Inhabi- 
tants, and Multitudes of Children evince ; and I 


am credibly informed, that not many Years ſince i 
died one Mrs Barker, aged 135 Years, who liv'd 


almoſt all her Time in this Pariſh, within Three 
Miles of the Clee Hill called Tetter-Stone 5) It 
hath its Name from its Neighbourhood to that 


Hill, and a Caſtle built here by Hugh de Morli- 

mer, in the Reign of King Henry II. on the Brow 

of a Hill, at the Foot of which runs the River 
| - Rea; 


[2] 
Rea; the Building was an oblong Square, very 
ſtrong in thoſe Times, as appears by the Foun- 
dations, Sc. Which were at this Time examin- i 
ing by a Neighbouring Gentleman; it's ſur- 
rounded by a dry Ditch, except on that Side next 
the River, where 1s an almoſt perpendicular De- 
ſoent of Thirty Yards ; the King above- mention'd 
raled it, as a Nurſery of Rebellion, at which 


Time the Mortimer's Family was very power- 


ful; but my Readers may think this a long Di- 
greſſion, therefore I ſhall proceed on they Jour- 
ney. The Town conſiſts of two Streets, that 
called the Upper is very good Building, and 
looks very neat, and as there is a pretty large 
Road thro? it, it is furniſhed with ſeveral very 
good Inns; ; adjoining to this Street is the Church, 
at the End 'of which is perhaps the higheſt Wood 
Spire in the Kingdom; near the Church is the 
Form of a large Saxon Encampment, now call'd 
Caſtle Ditch ; and would make (as deſigned) a 
very pleaſant Bowling Green: About Teen 
Yards from the Church Yard is a large and ex- 
cellent Spring of freſh Water, which having 
ſerved for all Uſes in Town (it being almoſt in 
the Middle) it turns a Corn-Mill ; in this Town 
is a handſome Grammar School, and Dwelling, 
Houfe ; and a little below is the Charity School, 
the Donation of Sir Lacon Child, Kt. deceaſed, S 
who bequeathed 3, 700 J. for the Uſe of the poor 
Children of this Town; it is a large convenient 
Building, the Maſter hath a Salary of 30 J. per 
Annum; all Boys that are Pariſhioners go free, 
and are afterwards ſet Apprentice by Moneys a- 
riſing from the School Lands. The only Manu- 


facture in this Town is Scythes; in fine, the 
Town, 


4 
Town, which hath a Market on Wedneſdays, is 
a pleaſant Place, in a very fruitful Country, and 
Iv'e been informed, is lately much improved; it 
is ſix Miles from the famous River Severn. Cleo- 
bury was ſhewn us by a very ingenious Friend, 
where having din'd, we were perſuaded to fee a 
Seat of Sir Edward Blount, Bart. After hav- 
ing ſeen the Poor, or Workhouſe, which is a 
large, handſome, well contrived Thing, about a 
Quarter of a Mile out of Town, in which Houſe 
were the Poor of Fifteen Pariſhes, exceedingly 
well managed and provided for, we ſet out for 
Mawley, Sir Edward's Seat, and after walking 
about Half a Mile, we came to the Bank of the 
River Rea, over which is a large Bridge of Brick 
built by that Gentleman; we here had a View of 
the Houſe, over the Tops of a thick Wood, that 
covered the Side of the Bank, on which the 
Houſe ſtands, which View was exceeding fine. 
With ſome Jifficulty we aſcended the Hill by 
Steps through the Wood, and paſſing the Dog- 
Kennel, which is an handſome Building, we 
came to the Top of the Hill, on which the Houſe 
ſtands : This Houſe is built with Brick, in the 
moſt modern, noble, and beautiful Taſte; the 
Front is adorned with ſeveral Statues and other 
curious Embelliſhments, before which is a Baſon 
over this we had View to a Wood, thro? which 
iS a Viſto planted with Ever-greens on each 
Side the Front, at a proper Diſtance, is deſigu'd 
two Pieces of Building (one of which is compfeat) 
1. e. the Stable, Coach-Houſe, Cc. very neatly 
built and ſaſn'd, ſupporting a Cupola, in which 
is a Bell; below the Cupola is a Clock with 3 
handſome Plate, Tie oppolite Side of the Houſe 
B2 te 


141 
to the Front, is built with two Wings towards 
the Declivity of the Hill on which the Houſe 
ſtands; the moſt noble Thing in the Houſe is the 
Hall and Stair-Caſe, adorned with Buſtoes and 
other curious Carvings, c. the Saloon and the 
reſt of the Houſe is agreeable to this; but to de- 


| frribe it, would take a Volume itſelf, and be fo- 


reign to my preſent Deſign : Suffice it, that it 
is the moſt compleat, and what others term, all 
of a Piece, and has been allowed by ſome good 
Judges not to be equalled in the Kingdom; add 
to this the fine Gardens, Bowling Green, Wil- 
derneſs, c. with very extenſive Proſpects into 
different Counties, which render it a Singularity. 
About a Quarter of a Mile below, on the River 
before mentioned, is a Forge for wrought Iron, 
belonging to this Gentleman, which is an excel- 
lent Work ; and becauſe ſome of my Readers 
may not have ſeen the Method of manufacturing 
Iron, I ſhall briefly mention it; the Oar being 


taken out of the Mine, it is carried to a Furnace, 


where, by the Aſſiſtance of Lime Stone, and a 
large Fire, it is melted, and caſt or run in Sand, 
with the Owner's Name upon it, about 8olb, each 
Piece, which are call'd Pigs; then carried to the 
Forge, and placed in the Middle of a large Fire 
of Wood Charcoal, at which are two large Pair 
of Bellows work'd by a Water Wheel; it is there 
heated ſo as to appear one entire Piece of Fire: 
then taken out by the Aſſiſtance of a large Pair of 
Tongs, and put under the Hammer, which is ſe- 
veral hundred Pounds Weight; the Hammer is 
by the Strength of another Wheel ſtruck up, 
when by a Piece of Timber placed above, it is 
drove down with prodigious Force upon e. ary 
* etal, 


3 
Metal, which lies on an Anvil, and by often 
turning, G&c. it is formed into Bars; this Work 


in a dark Night muſt give a Stranger a good 
, - deal of Surprize. Fr Om this For ge we walk*d to 


Cleobury, thro' pleaſant Meads, having the Ri- 
ver and Macoley on our Right; upon this River 
are a great many Works, as Corn and Scythe 
Mills, Forges, &c. I have omitted mentioning 

a pretty Machine at the Forge, which is made 
to throw Water up a ory Fon to the Steward's 
and Clerks Houſes by this Method ; from a Spring 

near it the Water is convey*d by wooden Troughs 
to a Ciſtern cloſe to the Hammer-Wheel, to 
which Wheel is faſtened a Piece of Wood, which 
works a Pump, which Pump forces the Water 
thro' Lead Pipes into a Ciſtern above, which is 
large enough to ſupply the Houſes, during the 
| Intervals of the Hammer's working. This was 
(as I was inform'd) a Contrivance of one Mr, 
Crump, lately a Steward here, and is really a 
pretty Thing of the Kind. We came to Cleobury 
about Six, and hearing of an Inſcription in the 
Church which eſcaped my Eye, I went to ſee it; 
the Church is a large tolerable handſomeBuilding, 
the Roof, which is Jriſb Oak, is ſupported by 
ten Pillars. In this Church a Lay Deacon reads 
the firſt Leſſon, and officiates as a Pariſh Clerk, 


notwithſtanding there is one; he gathers T'ythes 


to the Value of about 22 J. per Annum; the Of- 
fice is performed by a Deputy; I'm told this 
Living, provided it were a Rectory, would be 
worth 6001, per Annum, which now is little 
more than 100 l. a Sum too inconſiderable for fo 
large a Cure. 2 AT Ev 

| The 


1 6 ] 1 
The preſent Vicar is the Reverend Mr Jobn 
Attwood, A. M. and the Deacon Francis Meyſey, 


Eſq; The Inſcription is of a modern Date, being 


an Epitaph made by the Reverend Mr. Nobert 


Edwards, on the Tomb of his Father, late Vicar 
of this Pariſh, which being a good Thing of the 


Kind, I ſhall here ſubjoin it. 


e Ritual Stone thy Son doth lay. 
O'er thy reſpected Nuſt, 


Only proclaims the mournful bo 
ben hea Parent loſt. 


Fame will convey thy Virtues down, 

 Thro Apes yet to come, 

*Tis needleſs, fince ſo well they're known, 
To croud them on thy Tomb. 


Deep 10 engrave them on my Heart, 
Rather demands my Care: 

Ob ! could I ſtamp in every Part 
The fair Impreſſion there. 


In Life to copy thee Ill ſtrive; 3 
And when that I reſign, 


May ſome good-natur'd Friend e 
To lay my Bones by thine. 


I think I have done with Cleobury, except a 


Coin ] ſaw that was found near it, which I take 
to be of Lucius, the firſt Chriſtian King of this 
Iſland. We ſpent the Evening very merrily at 
our Inn, which was the King's Arms, ſlept well, 
and in the Morning, Saturday, July 8, at Seven 


o Clock, we proceeded on our Journey, As we 
came in "the Morning to this Town, we had more 


Opportunity ot ſeeing every Curioſity, which can- 
not 
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174 
not be expected in ſome Part of the Journey; 
but I ſhall be as careful as poſſible to let nothing 
lip my Pen, that I've ſeen worth Notice, 
After riding thro? Lanes for near a Mile, we 


came to the Horſe-Courſe, which is a ſmall tho? 
pretty good one, and made on a high Spot of 


Land; from which we had a Proſpect of Malvern = 


Hills in Worceſterſhire on the South, Mawley on 
the S. E. and the Clee Hills on the N. and W. o- 
ver one of theſe lay our Road. From this Place 

gradually deſcending, we came to the Village of 
Hopton, of which Mr. Edwards above-mention'd 
is the preſent Rector. BELT: | 


As we came down to this Village, we had a 


beautiful Proſpect ; not that the Building is fine 


or curious, but as it's ſituated at the Foot of the 
Clee Hill, call'd Tetter-Stone, and lies ſcattering 


up it, which riſes gradually, encloſed and built 


upon for near a Mile before you come to the o- 
pen Common, interſperſed with Wood, and the 
Sun at that Time gave a great Advantage to the 
View; all theſe Enclolures are water'd by Rivu- 
lets which flow all the Year from the Hill above. 
Purſuing our Road thro' the Middle of the Aſ- 


cent deſcribed, in a little Time we found our 
ſelves entering that famous Hill, which is the 
higheſt, except the Brown Clee, in the County of 
Salop, and is exceeded by none for its Mines of 


Iron, Lime and Quarry Stone, and prodigious 


Quantities of Pit Coal, which hath been wrought | 


in ſeveral hundred Years, and now ſupplies the 
Town and Country round in a reaſonable Con- 
dition, and 'tis ſuppoſed, will never be exhauſ- 
ted, But to proceed; about the firſt three hun- 


dred Yards 'tis gaod plain Travelling Ground, 


then 
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Fo a ſteep Aſcent for about half that Lerignk, 
then riſes gradually, till you come to ſome Coal 
Mines, which produces excellent Coal, and fold 
on the Bank for 5 5. per Ton. Turning to the 
Left, we came to the Iron Mines, near which hy 
a large Quantity of that Mineral, the Refining 
of which I have mentioned before; I ſhall only 
ſay that it's found at different Depths, not as o- 


this Stone ina Rock, T Joining together, but 
ſeparated by Earth, and the the Stone be ever ſo 


_ ſmall, it 8 "i the Mine) nothing but 


Earth ; z the Shape is rough and very irregular 1 
before the Oar is carried to the Furnace, tis exa- 
mined'by the Founder, or ſome other Perſon ap- 
pointed, for the Miners are apt to mix the bad 
with the good Stone. 
From this Place to the Top we found it ſo 
| ſteep, for we were a little out of the commen 
Road, that we were obliged to alight, and indeed 
our Horſes had no ſmall Difficulty to get up not- 
_ withſtanding, being very much incommoded by 
large Stones, call'd, from their Hardneſs, Fews 
Stones. Having gained the Top, we had an 
unbounded Profpe& on every Side, except the 
Weſt ; indeed this Morning was a little hazy, 
which, in ſome Meaſure leſſened the View : We 
walk'd upon a fine Turf toa large Heap of Stones 
when we mounted. From this Place we had near 
two Miles of fine, pleaſant, even Ground, over 
the Top of this Hill, the Stones being gathered | 
off on Account of Feed for the Sheep : We rode 
very merrily over this Place, by two Poles plac'd 
to direct Strangers in the Road, Having gain'd 
the other Side of the Plain, on our Right we had 
the 2 Part of the Hill, on which is the 
viſible 


[lo] 
villble Remains of a Roman Camp; ſtrait befcre 
us we had another large Proſpect of the Weſtern 
Side of the Hill, at the Foot of which is the Vil- 
lage of Bitterly, and beyond that a delightful 
View of Buildings, Woods, Hills, Plains, Sc. 
which afford a fine Lendfitip 1 z on the Left we 
had a Ridge of Rocks, for near a Mile ; be- 
 Yyond which we had a View of the Town of Lud- 
low, The Road, if it may be ſo call'd, lies with 
an eaſy Deſcent, by more Coal Works, to the 
Foot of the Hill, with a continued Proſpect to 
the Bottom. The Rivulets from it on this, as 
on the other Side, are of very great Service to the 
Meads below. From hence we had a good Road 
to Henly,- having Bitterly on the Right, the Seat 
of the late Mt. Juſtice Poris, a large handſome, 
tho not high Houſe; it is about one Hundred 
and Fifty Yards from the Road, and has to it a 
good View, thro? a double Walk of Trees; here 
is a Bridge over the Ledwich. From hence we 
had a good: Road, (rhro* a fine Country laden 
with large Crops of Grain, in a proſperous Con- 
dition,) which in the Winter is quite otherwiſe, 
it being a ſtiff Clay. We met with nothing ma- 
terial *till we came to Lualow, of which Town 
I ſhall give the Deſcription; | 
Ludlow ſtands on a little riſing Ground, where 


1 the River Teme Joins with the Corve ; it is a neat, 


s elegant, and once well-fortified Town; who 
was the Founder of it is uncertain 4; but it is ima- 
gined, with ſome Probability, that his Name 
Vas Lud, from the Name of the Town, and the 
adjacent Village of Ludford, on the oppoſite Side 
| of the River: But whether it way a Briti/h King 

or not, 1 ſhall not pretend to ſay. Roger de 
2 50 C Mont- 
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Montgomery built a beautiful ſtrong Caſtle here, 


and encloſed it with Walls a Mile in Compaſs ; 
the Battlements are excecding high and thick, 
with Towers at convenient Diſtances : That Halt 
without the Town. is fecured by a deep Ditch. 


The Remains of this Caſtle ſtands on a little Hill, 
and has a good Proſpect of the Country; there 


was formerly a Lawn before it, which extended 
two Miles; the Offices of the outer Court are 


falling down, and ſome Part is converted into a 


neat Bowling Green ; but the Royal Apartments, 


with ſome Velvet Furniture, Sword of State, c. 
are ſtill left, though ſadly decayed, and it is really 
very dangerous going into it: There is alſo a 


little Chapel, in which are ſeveral Welch Coats of 


Arms; over the Stable Door are the Arms of 
Queen Elizabeth, the Earl of Pembroke, &c. 
T'he celebrated Mr. Samuel Butler wrote ſome 


Part of his incomparable Poem in or near this 
Caſtle, of which he was made Steward by Richard 
Earl of Cherbury. Leaving the Caſtle, we en⸗ 
tered the Street of that N ame, at the North-End 
of Mill. ſtreet, having on our Right a neat and 


beautiful Walk call'd the Mall; continuing by 


the Caſtle Wall a conſiderable Length to the 
Houſe of Nr. Knight, who is Recorder of this 


Corporation ; and provided there could be a Paſ- 


ſage obtained through this Gentleman's Garden 


to the Caſtle Hill, this Walk might with a little 
Expence be made one of the moſt delightful in 
the Kingdom : Caftle-Street is very handſome 


and commodious; in the Middle is the Market 
Houſe, and over it the Town Hall ; the whole 


is an elegant Piece of Building, of Brick, ſupport- 


e by Pillars, aailed in and flagged. In the Hall 


above 
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| above is held all their Courts of Juſtice ; this 

Hall is fo long, that excluſive of the Bar, I'm in- 
form'd, at a publick Ball, 60 Couple have con- 
veniently danced : At the End of this Building 
is a ſmall Croſs, with the Town Ciſtern over 
it; but the Chamber being rich, have begun 
one of an extraordinary Sort, to which Crots we 

_ paſſed through a narrow Lane, there being three 
that run parallel to each other, leading from the 
Market to the New Croſs ; this new Building is 
of Free Stone from the Clee Hill, and done in 
a quite modern Way; they have agreed with the 
Archite&t for 800 |. From this Place, which faces 
Broad- Street, Northerly, we continued Faſterly 
through à Street well lined with handſome Shops 
and good Buildings, and came to the Bull-Ring, 
1 Old-Street on our Right, and Corve-Street 
on our Left ; a little farther we came to Crawford's 
Tower, the Gate we enter'd the Town at; this is 
the Town Priſon, and once the principal Gate in 
Town. The Streets Mill, Broad, and Old, run 
parallel, ending at the River Teme, and at each 
ſuch Ending is a ſtrong Gate. On this Side the 
Town is a handſome Bridge over thatRiver, lead- 
ing to Ledford; Broad and Mill-Street are 1inha- 
bired chiefly b. y Gentry. Corve-Street, (which is 
terminated at the Top by a handſome Gate, on 
which are the Arms of the Town, and at the 


Bottom by the River of that Name) is by much 
the largeſt in Town, and in general well built, 


and inhabited by People of Faſhion. think 1 
have ſaid ſomething of the principal Streets, and 
theretore muſt be excuſed thoſe of ſmall Note, 
Lanes, Sc. Suppoſe me now in the Church- 
Tard, waich is in reality a delightul ans ba. 
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ving a good Proſpect, neat Walks, and good 
Building almoſt round it; in the Middle, or 
near it, ſtands the Church, dedicated to St Lau- 
rence, which is an excellent Pile of Stone Build- 
ing, ſupporting a very handſome Tower, in which 
are eight very tuneable Bells; upon theſe the 
Townſmen are much celebrated for Ringing the 
Grandſire Trebles. This Tower is very beauti- 
fully built, and adorn'd with old Monuments of 
Lords Preſidents, Sc. The Churcheis built in 
a noble, elegant Manner; the Inſide is well con- 
triv*d, and ſuitably adorn'd, having a good Or- 
gan, handſome Gallery, Sconces, &c. In the high 
Chancel is a good Altar, ſeveral handſome Mo- 
numents, Sc. In another Chancel is kept the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Court, for the Shropſhire Part of the 
Dioceſe of Hereford ; and *cis to be wifh'd, that 
this Court, in which I fear too much Injuſtice is 

adminiſter*d, (if it muſt be kept) were in a Place 

more proper for Buſineſs of ſuch Sort. In an 
Iſle of this Church are kept the r ire-Engines, be- 

ing three in Number, two of which the late Mr, 
Juſtice Potis gave, as a Return for the generous 
Aſſiſtance this Town afforded him, when his 
Houſe at Henley was on Fire, Here 1s an In- 
ſcription on the North Wall of the Choir rela- 
ting to Prince Arthur, Son of King Henry the 
Seventh, who died here; on the Welt Side of 
which was a College, long ſince converted into 
a Dwelling-Houſe. Without the Town Norther- 
ly was a rich Priory, of which are ſmall Re- 
mains left, except a little Church which belonged 
to it. I ſhall now ſay ſomething of the Privi- 
leger, Prerogatives, and Government of the 
Town, which was incorporated by King man 
| COS: ----: 
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the Fourth, and has the Power of Trying and 


Executing Criminals, diſtin& from the County: 

*T'is govern'd by two Bailiffs and twelve Alder- 
men, of whom the Head Bailiff is one, and 
twenty-five Common Council Men, of whom the 


Under Bailiff is another. The other Chief Offi- 
cers are a Recorder, Town Clerk, Steward, 
Chamberlain, Coroner, Cc. the Head Bailiff is 
a Juſtice of Peace during his Office, and a Year 
after; the Under Bailiff is a Tuſtice during his 


Office, and the next Year Coroner. 


This Town was much damag'd in the C 
Wars, during the Reigns of King Stephen and 


Henry VI. yet was always recover'd, eſpecially 


after the Council of the Marches was eſte bliſhed 


here by King Henry VIII. This Council ſub- 
ſiſted till, being found a Grievance to the Pub- 


lick, it was diffolv*d by Parliament, iſt J/illiom 


and Mary, who divided the Government between 
two Peers of the Realm, with the Title of Lord 
Lieutenants of North and South Wales. 

They have a good Trace, if we conſider that 
It is fourteen Miles to any Navigation, three 
Weekly .Markets, but the principal One is on 
Mondays, and is very plentifully ſupply'd. This 
Town is an excellent Place for the ecucatir 


the Children of Welch Gentry z and the Town 


abounds more than any other perhaps in LM 


of the ſame Sizr, with good Company, who live 


in a very handſome Manner, independent of. 
Trade. The Natives in general are ger erous, and 
maintain the true Salopian Character; T ican 


Hoſpitality and Civility to Strangers, not mw 


corrupted or heated with Party Rage : This 
Owing pert! y to the noble Family of eZ borts 
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who repreſent them in Parliament, and are ge- 
nerous Benfactors to jt ; the preſent noble Lord 
of that Name preſenting them every Lear with 
a Purſe of Fifty Guineas to be run for on the 
Ola Field near the Town. The Tradeſmen are 
very induſtrious, the Gentry are very exact in 
every new Faſhion, which contributes not a little 
to the former's well doing: But as the Gentry. 
dreſs fine, live eaſy, viſit much, and do Things 
very grand, it tends to corrupt in ſome Degree 
the Morals of People of inferior Condition; it is 
common to ſee a Man here with a half trimm'd 
Shirt, and the other Part of his Cloaths not worth 
Five Shillings. As the celebrated Mr. Pope lays, 


Ste! from flange Comfort every State attend, 
And Pride beftow'd on all, a common Friend; 
Ses ſome fit Paſſion every Age ſupply, 

Ws travels through, nor quits us when * we die. 


However, the Tradeſmen in general reap very 
great Advantages from the Company of theſe 
People of Quality; z in fine, Ludlow is large, 
neat, populous, and a very polite Town. The 
common People have a Herefordſhire Pronoun- 
ciation, but the better Sort ſpeak very good 
_ Engliſh. We breakfaſted here at Eleven o' Clock, 
and purſued our Journey thro* Corve- Street, at . 
the End of which we paſs'd the River of that 
Name, over a Stone Bridge: This River gives 
Name alſo to the Dale thro? which it paſſes, which 
is exceeding fine Land, the Sight of which de- 
lights the Eye of the Traveller, and rejoices the 
 Hearr of the Poſſeſſor. Following the Lett 
Hand Road, we ſaw a Field adorn'd with Ge 
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moſt beautiful Flowers, and in the greateſt Abus 
dance, which reminded me of two Lines of an 


ingenious Gentleman, in bis beautiful Poem on 
the Creation. 


60 Of fragrant Flowers with ev ry. Beanty ſtreabd, 
„ Which the moſt tively Colours can . 


The Sun added a double Lubes to the Bloſ- 
L ſoms, which were in fine Perfection; it now be- 
j gan to be very hot, and Riding not ſo pleaſant 
as in the Morning, On our Left was a Hill 
call'd White Clift ; between this Hill and the 
Road we had ſome marſhy Land, which might 
(though it belongs to Lord Herbert) be improved 
to good Advantage by Draining. On our Right 
we had a fine cultivated Plain, of ſcveral Miles. 
A little farther we paſgd Oakly Park, the Seat of 
the above-mention'd Nobleman ; it hath bur an 
indifferent Appearance from the Road, and not 
having Leiſure to obſerve it nearer, we proceed- 
ed on to the Village of Bramfield or Broomfield, 
of which Mr. Cornwall is the preſent. Incum- 
bent. This is a large ſcattering Village; here 
we paſs'd the River Ouney, over a large Stone 
Bridge. This River empties itſelf into the Teme, 
a little below; the Church hath a good Look 
from the Bridge, almoſt at the End of which is a 
good Houſe, which we concluded to be the Par- | 
ſon's. The River here is not large, but is apt t 
to ariſe to a great Height by Falls from Hills | 
above, in the Winter Scafon, Leavirg this well!? | 
cultivated Village, we entered ſome rough ru,, | 
where once Macksree-For} ſtood, Here a Coun. 
wy Fellow directed us which Read to take, (for | 
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| my 'Readers are to know, that none of the Com- 
Pany had been on this Road further than Lud! 


before ;) in half an Hour we left the Vale, and- 


aſcended a Hill, tho? not a ſtep one; here we 
had a good Proſpect with a refreſhing Breeze, 


that allay'd the Heat of the Sun; we rode very 
merrily over. this Hill, and having reached the 
oppolite Side, we had a fine extenſive Proſpect 
of the Vales below, partly in this, and partly in 


the County of Hereford ; of which the following 
Lines from Claudian, as Sir Richard Stecle writes 
them, gives a good Idea. . 


Dye Mountain, when the Summit once you gain, 
Falls by Degrees, and [inks into a Plain, 
Where the pleaſed Eye may flow'ry Meads behold, 
Encloſed with branching Oar,and edg*d withGold ; 


Or where large Crops the gen rous Glebe ſupplies, 


And yellow Harveſts unprovok'd ariſe. 


The firſt Place we came to when off the Hill, 

was Anton, a Hamlet belonging to Lantwar- 
dine, having a good Road; in half an Hour we 
came to that Village, which is a very large one, 
and pretty well built; it conſiſts of two Streets, 
running parallel with each other; and the 
Church, which hath two Iſles, and a good Tower, 


is built in the Space betwixt the Streets, the one 


of which ends at the Bridge over the Teme, and 


the other about ſixty Yards above, on the Banks 


of that River. I obſerved that the beſt Houſes 


m it were publick. The Teme here is a pretty | 


large River, but apt to overflow its Banks : 


The Bridge is of Stone, and very large. Here. 


we left Shrop/hire, that River parting it in this 
Place 


= [ 17 ] 
Place from that of Hereford, As ſoon as we 
entered the laſt mention'd County, we found 


very viſible Marks of the Impetuoſity of the 
River, when out of Bounds, Here we entered 
a fine Vale, which continued to Knighton in 


Radnorſhire, which is five Miles, according to 


Computation, and which I take to be ſeven 


Engliſh ones. At a ſmall Diſtance, on the 
Right, we had a View of a neat Houfe through | 


a large Grove of fine Trees, which belongs to 


one Mr. Collier. Paſſing betwixt a large Num- 
ber of fine Fields, full of great Crops of Grain, 


we came to Part of the Village of Wallford, and 

the Hills round us were covered with Woods. 
We all agreed this was the fineſt Vale we had 

ſeen, it being full of Inhabitants, exceeding fine 


Land, beautifully diverſify'd with Woods, 
Meads, Rivers, and Plains; full of Cattle, and, 


as I faid before, very large Crops of Grain in 
the Fields. The Road being good, the Weather 


fine, and our Journey exceeding pleaſant, ker p- 
ing partly to the Right, we came in half an 
Hour to Brampton Bryan, where is a Seat of the 
Right Honourable Edward Earl of Oxford and 
Mortimer: Wealighted at a publick Houſe, and 
walked to ſee his Lordſhip's, which is, together 


with an old Caſtle, and almoſt as old a Church, 


jo much ſurrounded with large Trees, that it is 
almoſt impoſſible to ſee it before you are with- 
in two hundred Yards of it, The Houle is 
large, plaiſter'd white, ſaſh'd, and built after a 
modern, tho' no elegant 'l afte ; but is pall>-_ 


ſadoed in Front: The beſt Furniture is, 1 am 


told, kept at the other Family Seats, The Re- 
mains of the Caſtle is within twenty Yards of 
| D te 
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the Houſe, the greater Part of which is yet 
ſtanding, but the Top is, through Neglect, and 
a little ſuffering in the Civil War, gone much 
to Decay, though the Vanes or Weather Cocks 
are ſtill there; and two large Towers on each 
Side the Gate are ſtill entire: The Church is very 
old, but repaired ; it ſuffered more in the late 
War, than the Caſtle ; its Steeple was battered 
ſo as to be left in a ruinous Condition to this 
Day ; for it is obſervable, that the victorious 
Saints of theſe Times, ſhewed more Malice in 
_ deſtroyed Churches, than Bravery in taking 
Caitles, 

We returned to our Inn, at the Door of which 
ſat two or three Neighbours drowning their 
Cares and Senſes ; we went by them into an in- 
ner Room, but was foon followed by one of the 
Company. It ſeems he apprehended my Couſin 
was a North Welch Woman, ſhe having on a 
black Hood: He came into our Room, and 
ſeemed complaiſantly impudent; and, after find- 
ing his Miſtake, with a great deal of formal 
Ceremony, begged our Pardon. His Company 
was diverting enough for half an Hour, which 
was the Time we ſtaid with him ; it ſeems he 
was a Surgeon, pretended a deal of Judgment 
in the Waters, (after being told where we were 
going) drank his Liquor, and took his Snuff 
with the moſt whimſical Air I have ſeen ; how- 
ever he recommended us to a Houle in Knighton, 
which was of Service to us, it being a very good 
one. We parted with him, and rode towards 
| Knighton, which they called three Miles, and 
which I take to be four and a half. We conti- 
nucd up the Vale, which here was narrower, 

and 
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and ſo on the higher we went: On our Right 
was the River Teme, and beyond it a fine Hill, 
covered with Woods; on the Left were two 
Parks, well ſtored with Deer, the one Lord 
Oxford's, and the other Mrs. Powell's of Stan— 
wich, In the Bottom of the Vale, through which 
was our Road, are very fruitful Meads ; and 
the Foot of the Hill had fine Burdens of Corn. 
After riding two Miles, we came to a pretty 
Houſe by the Road Side, called Heart's Eaſe; 
it is of Free Stone, ſaſh'd, and done after a mo- 
dern Taſte; this belongs to the above Mrs, 
Powell. Near this Houle, a ſmall Brook (which 
falls into the Teme) divides the Kingdom of 
England from the Principality of Wales, i. e. ſe- 
parates Herefordſbire from Radnorſhire. On the 
other Side the River, 1s a pretty neat Church, 
with ſeveral handſome Houſes near it: The Ri- 
ver often overflowing its Banks, makes this 
Road dirty, and being covered with Buſhes, 
was not good travelling even now, We were 
obſerving, that provided the Road through this 
narrow Vale was rear London, it would be much 
frequented by the Gentlemen ot the Road. My 
Company here were very ſick, and myſelf being 
but indifferent, (though I was obliged to appear 
otherwiſe) I forced them on to Knighton, which, 
when we faw firſt, raiſed my Friends Spirits. 
| We ſoon arrived there, and alighted at the Old 
George, being the Houſe recommended by our 
Friend at Brampton Bryan, where we were en- 
tertained much beyond our Expectation 3 and 
though it was in Wales, I declare 1 was never ac- 
commodated more to my Satisfaction in England; 
Our Victuals were very good, and well drrſs'd: 
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our Liquors good, and both reaſonable enough. 
We dined merrily; drank a Glaſs or two after, 
(not forgetting our Surgeon.) We fat after 
Dinner an Hour, being a little tired. Our Land- 
lord gave us what Information he could, but be- 
mg unacquainted with the Road, he procured us 

theNames of the Places we were to paſs through, 
from a Perſon in Town, which Names were Me 

noty, Bletbvab, Bridgend, or Pena Pont, Llanba- 
dern, and ſo to Llandrindod : Our courteous 
Land lord alſo conducted us a Mile out of Town, 
and directed us as far as he knew ; this being 
about half an Hour paſt Four in the Afternoon. 
Having parted with our Guide, we had riſing 
Ground till we came to a Place called Horral, 
where is a publick Houſe, at the Entrance of a 
Mountain, which continues plain on the Top 
for two Miles: Our Deſcent was indifferently 
eaſy, though ſomething intricate and winding. 
In one Place the Hill riſes almoſt perpendicular 
above us, and another not far from it almoſt 
as high. Some People have pretended, that in 
Wales two Men have converied with each other 
from different Hills, who would be a whole 
Day going from one Place to the other, which 
can hardly be ajlow'd; yet I believe on theſe, 
they may be full two Hours, Here is, I think, 
the molt retired Place in this Iſland, tor a Man 
(if there were any left fo ridiculousin it) to ſpend 
the Remainder of his Life in an hermitical State, 
Following a Road to the Right, we came to 
Menoty, which is ſituated in a pleaſant Valley, 


ſurrounded (as you may ſuppoſe) by Hills. 


Hete has been a handſome, and perhaps a grand 
Mannon Houle, with wall'd Orchards, Sc. and 
| the 
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19 
the Houſe, though decayed, is a large Pile of 
Building, and inhabited by a Tenant. We 


were here directed wrong by an old Fellow; 
but hearing a Man whiſtle in a Wood above, 
he ſet us Tight up the Valley, which Courſe 
was almoſt North. It will not be i improper to 


ſay, that our Jo irney was conſiderable longer, 
than if we had gone ſtraight 3 indeed I believe 


we went almoſt every Point of the Compaſs ; for 
when on a Mountain, we were often obliged to 


goa contrary Way, in order to get off; and when 
in a Valley, perhaps a Mile or two more through 
it, than otherwiſe we ſhould, if it had been poſ- 


ſible to have made a Road out of it in the proper 


Place. Following the Road up the Vale, which 


was full of Oats, Barley, Hay, Sc. in an Hour 


we came to the Village of Blethvab, which 
ſtands at the Foot of a large Mountain, to which 
I ſhall give the Name of Blelibvab Mountair. 
Paſſing a ſmall Brook, we had the Church, 
Which is no mean H cb one, on our Right: We 


asked the Road of a Man here: but de being an 


individual Helehman, did not underſtand me; 
however he called his Wife, who directed us 


ſtraight up the Mountain. I now concluded we 
were indſputably in Wales. This obliged us to 


go Vest, or rather South Vet: We afcende:t 


the Hill, on a fine Turf, with a Vale on cur 
Left, ani another behind us; and though we 


were in ſo cblicure a Part of the M orid, With no 


Viſtocs, Buildings, Canals, &c- (the Works of 
a more refined: Part ot Mak ad than theſe In- 


habitants) Nature, with the Affiſtance of this 
ſmall Village, had fo beautifully diſplayed itſelf, 
that it cannot go undetcribed. On our Leit, 
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TY 
(having faced about) was the Village, with ſes 
veral Meads ſeparated by a Brook ; beyond it a 


very high Mountain: In our Front was the 
Valley we had paſſed, on whoſe Left Side were 


2 great Number of Fields, loaded with Crops of 
Grain, which continued farther than our Eye 
could reach: On the Right Side of the Vale was 


a Wood, the Top of which was near even with 


the Place we ſtood on: On our Right was a no- 
ther Valley, on whoſe oppoſite Side were great 


Numbers of Sheep, attended by Men with 
Dogs, as on the Plain near Salisbury; and, in 
mort, the Place afforded a View ſurpriſingly | 


fingular. 


We purſued our Tourney on the Mountain, 


having on our Left a ſmall Rill, which ſupply'd 


the Village below; this Rill, continued with us 
near a Mile, where we found the Spring; follow- 


ing the ſtraight Path about a Mile more, we 
reach'd the Top of the Mountain; on our Right 


were a great many more, which ſeem'd heap*d 
on each other, to a great Diſtance, but we could 
neither ſee Tree, Shrub, or any thing green, but 
a little Graſs; a good many Sheep, but not one 
human Creature. The Land is indifferently even 
on the Top, excepting where Encampments 
ſeem to have been. 


Here the Sun began to fail us, having but a 


fmall Glimmering of it over the Tops of higher 


Mountains ; the Evening drew on, my Company 


were ſick, and having ſeveral Miles to go, accord- 
ing to Welch Computation, through unknown 
Paths, over almoſt unpaſſable Mountains, in a 
barren, unciviliz'd, and almoſt unpeopicd Coun- 
try, Where very few underſtood Eng, 42% ; 1 ſay 
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in this Condition, and under theſe Difficulties, I 


prevailed on them to ride ſomething faſter, 


which they were ſcarce able to do. At length 
we gain'd the other Side, and there heard the 
Barking of a Dog; this rejoiced us not a little: 
An old Woman here directed us, as well as ſhe 


could, in mix'd Words of Engliſh and Welch. 
It was no ſmall Satisfaction to know we were in 
the Right Way; on our Right Hand we had a 
few Encloſures, and ſome of them had good 


Crops of Corn, allowing for the Situation, c. 


Here we entered a Lane, and a little Way 


further we found another Houſe ; we enquired if 
they had any Drams; a peor old Creature an- 
ſwered no, but a little further we ſhould find 
a Publick Houſe, where we might be furniſhed, 


We met a bare-footed Boy, who directed us to 


this Houſe ; the People here ſpoke- indifferent 


good Exgliſbo; they fold nothing but Ale, which 
I got warm'd, and this raiſed my Company's 
Spirits equal to a Dram. Enquiring the Road, 


we parted with our Hoſt ; after riding ſome 
dirty Lanes we came to Llanibangle, a Village our 
Friend at Knighton omitted in our Directions; 
here was a Church, but no Tower or Steeple, and 
I believe no Beils ; here was a Fulling Mill ar 
Work on Flannels, this and the Racks, were 


the moſt material Things in the Village, which 


conſiſted of five or fix ordinary Houſes. Leaving 
this Village, a Man there told us to keep the 


ſtraight Road, which we did, and found ourtclves 


brought by the Lane into encloſed Grounds ; here 
we were out of our Road, but following a Path, 
we found a Houle, where was a Mother and five 
Children bare-fuoted ; the good Matron directed 
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us the Road more by Signs than Words, The 
Word Refſe ſhe repeated very oft, which I after- 
wards found was a Common, or green Plain. 
She told us that the Roſe would bring us to Pena 
Pont; however we got ſafe io the Roſſe, which, as 
the Woman had told us, brought us to Bridge- 
End. This Village hath a good many pretty 
good Houſes, (conſidering the Country ;) here is 
a good Bridge over the River Ithon, which River 
riſes in Radnorſhire, and at this Place is large, 
rapid, and runs almoſt South, Now Night had 
begun her Sway over this Part of the Globe, bur 
we proceeded without any Guide, which my 
Readers may think ſomething odd; but the fol- 
lowing Reaſon I ſuppoſe will ſatisfy them. 
_ Employing a Guide here, and at this Time, 
might be attended with theſe bad Conſequences 
they might have taken us wrong, and, as we were 
but a few, robb'd and murder'd us, by the Aſ- 
fiſtance of an Acquaintance or two; add to this, 
they might have made ſuch an Agreement even 
before our Faces, ſpeaking a Language we did 
not underſtand, therefore we thought it more 
proper to enquire than to be guarded, tho* my 
Couſin continually begg'd to have a Guide, A no- 
ther Reaſon was, that the Melch have an univer- 
fal Opinion that the Engh/b Travellers aſk the 
Road. though they know it quite well, which 
Notion antwered our End extremely well. After 
riding a Mile through dirty Lanes, which were 
exceeding dark, we came at Llanbadern to the 
River 1thon again, which here runs almoſt North- _ 
erly; its Turnings and Windings are ſo many 
between the Villages of Bridge-End and Llanba- 
dern, which, as 1 ſaid is but one Mile, yet I'm 
e credibly 


credibly inform'd it runs upwards of ſix to gain 


that much Ground; from hence it paſſes on be- 
low the Llandrindod Wells, to a Village call'd 


Dyſart, and empties itſelf into the Wye, about 
three Niles below that Village. In ſome Places, 


the Current is ſtrong, deep, and large enough to 


bear Veſſels of Burthen; but the Deſcent being 


ſo great, the Navigation would be attended 
with great Difficulties on it, provided it were 
in a Country that could ſupport ſuch an Expence; 


one Day's Rain making it overflow its Banks. 


It is well ſtored with Fiſh, Chub, Trout, Sam- 


lets, Roach, Dace, and Gudgeons, being very 


plentiful, and with a good Bait may be catch'd 
as many Fiſh as you pleaſe. I never had more 


_ Diverſion of that Sort than at this River; no one 
is moleſted, for *cis too patient a Sport for the 
Natives, and turns to ſmall Advantage to the 
Lord of the Manor. But to return; at this Vil- 
lage is another Bridge over the Jthon, which hav- 


ing paſſed, we roſe by Llanbadern Church, which 


is not the meaneſt, and hath a little Steeple ; 
from this Place, it being Night, though indeed 


the Stars were bright, and Moon riſing, after en- 
quiring the Road, we proceeded along dark 
Lanes for half a Mile, at the End of which we 
entered a large Roſſe or green Common; we 
here met a Man on Horſeback, who gave us an 
imperfect Direction; we follow'd the broad Road, 


which in a little Time ſeparated into a great ma- 


ny ſmall ones; we follow'd one of thele, which 
we ſoon leſt. It was now almoſt Ten o'Ciock. 


Loet any one figure to himſelf the Condition we 
were in; on a Welch Mountain in the Night, 


quite Sttrangers, nothing but Hills and Horſes 
to 
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be ſeen; not knowing where to go, we here 

ſtopt. The Moon and Stars being our greateſt 

Aſſiſtance, I could not forbear thinking on the 
following Lines, in the Poem on the Creation 
be fore- mentioned. 


Fur us the Moon In various Forint diſplays, 

From various Heights above, her ſilent Rays 

Chang ing, yet conſtant, and a uſeful Guide, 
To mete the fleeting Hours, and Time divide : 
Tho* pale and cool her borrew'd Beams deſcend, 


How * they cheur the Night, and Man befriend. 


For us the Stars with glit ring Luſtre glow, 
And dart their pure and ſubtle Beams . . 
Ornaments ! whoſe piercing Light 
Subdues the gloomy Horror of the Night. 


1 fay, let any one figure to himſelf our Con- 
dition, and he muſt conclude it quite melan- 


choly ; however, we kept to the Left, and by 


the Light of the Moon and Stars, we ſaw a 


Wood, which we rode towards. Had it- not 
been for theſe Lights, we muſt certainly have 
continued all Night on the Mountain, When 
we came near the Wood, we hallooed, and 
imagined we were anſwered, but, on repeating, 
we found 1t to be only our Echo; however, WE 
continued riding and calling, and at length were 
anſwered from the Wood, It happened that a 
Man (fortunately for us) was going to Bed, 
whom we perſuaded to direct us to Llandrinded, 
which he told us was a Mile and a half; tho? 
he had ſome Difficulty to perſuade his Wife to 
let him attend us. Is is reaſonable to ſuppoſe 

We 
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we were much rejoiced, and gave him Six- 
pence, which was no ſmall Sum to him, He 
gold us it was a difficult Road, and being with- 
'out Stockings or Shoes, he mounted behind Mr. 
Facome, and on our ſaying we intended for the 
publick Houſe, and enquiring how full it was, 
he told us that the Houſe was full of Company, 

and that we were but a Quarter of a Mile from 
it, but to Llandrindod it was above a Mile; and, 
continued he, if.you cannot have Lodgings here, 
I can provide you ſome at a neighbouring Houſe, 
with the Man who lived at this publick Houſe 


laſt Year, (where perhaps our being mici:t have 


been more ſatisfactory.) However we rode into 


the Tard, and enquired if we could have Lodg- 
ings; we ſaw a great many Lights within, and 
the Company made no ſmall Noiſe. Though we 
were ſo much fatigued, and promiſed an Anſwer 
immediately, yet we were favoured with waiting 
_ almoſt half an Hour, before we could be reſolved; 
at laſt the Landlady told us we might alight, 
and have good Accommodation. T his was no 


Time to be inquiſitive z accordingly we alighted, 


diſmiſs'd our Guide, and, weary as we were, 
-went into the Houſe, 


I ſhall be as exact as poſſible i in deſcribing 
every particular Thing, and relate every Occur- 


rence, with as ſtrict a Regard to Truth, as Mi- 


nutes and Memory will enable me, without any 
Intention to expoſe the Actions of any one par- 
ticularly; but as Truth will oblige me to do 


5 Jane to all, I ſhall proceed thus, 


We were introduced into a little naſty Room, 


by as naſty an old Woman, and were almoſt 
ſullocat ed with Smoke. This old Creature got us 
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a little Shrub ; but a Houſe in ſuch Confuſion, 
my Eyes never beheld : One cry d, Cot rot you, 
why don't you fill the Mug ; another, the De- 
vil 1s in the Woman, do you hear the Shentle- 


man call ; one ran here, another there; ſuch a 


Noiſe and Confuſion had ſome Simile with that 


of Babel. Supper being juſt ſerv'd in, we choſe 


to have ſomething where we fat : We procured 
ſome Mutton Chops, though the greateſt Part 
of them was Skin : My Couſin bleſgd herſelf, de- 
claring ſhe never ſaw any thing like it; but, 


Circumſtances conſidered, we were better than 


on a barren Mountain, While we were at Sup- 
per, we were interrupted by a Couple of luſty 
Girls, hauling a clumſy looking Fellow through 


our Room. We thought this ſomething odd, 
and could fcarce account for it, but, imagining | 


they were Servants, and as I ſhall have frequent 
Occaſion to ſpeak of the whole Company more 
particularly, I ſhall ſay no more on that Head 
now, We finiſhed a very bad Supper ; the Cheeſe 
was indifferent, the Bread ſcarce half baked, 
which, notwithſtanding, theſe two Articles made 


the largeſt Share of our Supper; the Butter bad; 


Plates, Knives and Forks, enough to ſurfeit any 
ordinary Stomach ; the Ale was good; the 
Wine indifferent; the Cyder the ſame. Being 
much tired, (after drinking a Glaſs or two) we 
deſired to be ſhewn to our Rooms, (having given 
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the neceſſary Order about our Horſes, Clothes, —— 


Sc.) but were told, my Couſin could not lie in 


the Room they intended ; the Reaſon given to | 


the contrary was, that ſhe muſt have went thro? 
thoſe modeſt young Ladies Koom I have men- 


tioned 
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tioned before, Theſe, together with an old 


lecherous Fellow, which I ſhall deſcribe, form'd 
ſo ſtrong a Party, that notwithſtanding we in- 
ſiſted on it, we were obliged to ſubmit. In- 
deed had it been a whole Bed, Mr. Facome and 

myſelf were reſolv'd to have poſleſs'd it; but a 
ſingle Woman being in it before, and my Couſin 


being of a condeſcending Temper, we dropp'd 
the Affair, tho* not without ſome Reluctancy. 


She lay in a Garret, becauſe it had a Lock on 
the Door, which ours had not. Our Room was 
Juſt large enough for a Bed, and to go on one 


Side, and at the Bottom of the fame : The Bed 
was without Curtains ; we had a Coverlet, Blan- 


ket, and two Sheets, tho' they were wore al- 


moſt to Tinder, and prodigious large Holes in 
them. Indeed my Coulin's Room was longer, 


but much colder. We reſented this Uſage, ſo 


that both our Landladies cry*d very much, that 


they were not able to prevent or remedy this 
Treatment : However we went to Bed, and be- 
ing much tired, and not very curious, we ſlept 
ſoundly, notwithſtanding the Fleas, (which were 
the moſt and largeſt I have ſeen) and ſome Fears 
of the Country Diſtemper. 

Sunday July 8. We awaked at ſeven, and were 
obliged by our black Bedfellows to ariſe ; we 
talk*d loud and pretty much on the laſt Night's 


Uſage, which made the Cambrians hear us; our 


Bed was hard, which after Yeſterday's Jour- 
ney made us very ſtiff, My Couſin not being 
up, Mr. Jacome and myſelf walked to the Foun- 


tain, which is about three hundred Yards from 


the Houſe, though both are on the ſame Roſe or 
Common; which Land is of a black, ſoft, oozy 


Sub- 
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Subſtance, for near a Foot deep, under which is 
à mixt Gravel; the Surface makes good Peat, 


which is a Commodity cut in the Summer, and 


ſerves almoſt the whole County for Fewel in the 
Winter; ſome is cut in large Squares to lay be- 


in the Middle. The Ground is very even from 


the Houle to the Spring, which iſſues out of a 
Rock about ſeven Feet from the Ground; on 


the other Side a ſmall Valley or Channel, through 
which runs a Brook, which falls into the River 


Tthon below. The Spring is not encloſed with 
Building, but conveyed out of the Rock, by a 


Piece of Bark ; the Side of which Rock is co- 


vered with thoſe Colours that generally ariſe from 
Mineral Waters. Adjoining to the Spring is a 
ſmall Hut, for the Conveniency ef the People 


that draw the Water; on the Left Hand is a great 
many Letters. and Figures, almoſt unintelligible. 


The Place where the Water iſſues out is at the 


Top of the Rock, whoſe Subſtance is partly of 
the Slate Kind; the Spring runs about one Pint 
and a half in a Minute ; and is better in propor- 
tion as the Weather is dry. 


The earlieſt Account I could get of theſe Wa- 


ters (which are partly of the Scarborough and 


Cheltenham Kind, though much preferable to ei- 
ther) was this : About Forty Years ago, a Gen- 
tleman inZygland being afflicted with the Scurvy, 


or ſome other dangerous Diſtemper, and having 


ſpent all his Fortune on Phyſicians to no Purpoſe, 


he came one Day to the Perſon he had employ'd 
moſt : Doctor, ſays he, I came to tel] you that 
1 have but one Guinea lefr, which I have brought 


with me, and as you have had a good deal of my 


Money, 


hind the Fire, others in narrow Lengths to burn 


— 
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Money, I beg you'd not fail telling me of ſomes 
thing that may be of Service to me, if you can. 
Well, quoth the Doctor, and is it the laft ; the 
Very aft ; are you ſure *ris the laſt Guinea? The 

other anſwered in the Affirmative, Then, ſays 
the Doctor, fit down, give me the Guinea, and 
I'll do what I can for you. He fat down, when 
the Doctor told him, that ſome Years ago, in 
ſome Perſon's Library, he had read the follow- 
ing Story, which, continued he, I ſhall tell you; 
and if you could be ſo fortunate to find the Well, 
1 am ſatisfied it will cure you, provided the Ston 
ry is true; take the Guinea again, continued he, 
and God bleſs you with it. There was, fays he, 
ſome Years ago, a Gentleman hunting in Rad- 
nor County on Foot, which is the Cuſtom of the 
Country, and Running hard made himſelf hot 
and dry, and happening to find this Spring. 
he drank very plentifully of it, and ſet out a- 
gain; but being very warm, it ſoon operated, 
and obliged him to unbutton ſo oft, that he put 
off his Breeches and carried them in his Hand, 
and ſo let it diſcharge itſelf without Trouble or 
Interruption. This, continued the Doctor, was 
in a Manulcript, with a Diſcourſe on the Vir- 
tues of the Water, which, it true, Pm ſatisfied 
will be of infinite Service to you ; for my Part 
I own I can do nothing more for you. Pm ob- 
liged to you, replied the Patient, but ſhould be 
* to know where this famous Spring 1 is. I on- 
ly know, return'd the Doctor, that it's ſomewhere 
in Radnorſhire, and not many Miles from Built 
in Brecknock ſpire. The Gentleman attempted the 
Thing, had the good Fortune to lind it, which 
made of him a perfect Care. 


However 
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However, from ſome Accident happening to the 
Gentleman, or thro? the Ignorance of the Natives, 
who know very little of any Art or Science more 


than thoſe that are common to the Indians, it was 


ſcarcely known in England *till within theſe few 


Tears, and Accommodation being ſo exceeding 


bad, it almoſt diſcouraged the firſt Company's | 


coming again; but the Waters being of ſo pow- 
erful and ſalutary a Nature, was the chief Mo- 
tive of their Returning, This induced others, and 
laſt Year, 1743. not only the Inn, but every 


Houſe round it, that had a ſpare Bed, had Com- 


pany, and might have had much more; but 


more of this in its Place. The Water, as I ſaid 
before, is partly of the Cheltenham Kind, tho? 
much preferable to it. A celebrated Phyſician, 
who examined and tortured the Water, gave us 


the following Account of its Compoſition : I 
found (ſays he) in it a large Quantity of Ni- 
trous Salt, with ſome Alcalious Earth, Sulphur, 
and Steel; Scarborough and Cheltenham have 


ſome Nitre, in which this exceeds them: But the 
Quantity of Steel in this much more ſo, to which 


he attributes its Superiority, alledging that a Per- 


ſon may drink a much larger Quantity of it, and 


diſcharge it with leſs Difficulty, He ſays there 
is more Sulphur in Chelienham, and conſequently 

tis more fetid and difagreeably taſted, Thus 
far the Doctor. . 


It is of a greyiſh Colour, ſmells a little, is 


ſoft, and almoſt as agreeable to drink as freſh 


Water. People differ much in the Quantity 
they drink, ſome (eſpecially the Natives) will 


| ſwallow ſeven or eight Quarts, and a Gentleman 


who came from Cheltenham aſſur'd me, that this 
. 5 Day 
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Day he drank ten Quarts, which was to be fare 
a very large Quaatity. 
My Method was generally this ; choue ſeven 

o*Clock I drank a Pint of Water, and in a Quar- 
ter of an Hour it began to operate; I then drank 
two more, and in a Quarter of an Hour after 
two Pints more, which 1 immediately. diſcharg'd, 
about the ſame Quantity by Urine as by Stool. 
I never had the lcaſt Naulea, Gripes, or Low- 
neſs of Spirits, that I have frequently had in other 
purgative Cafes ; the Diſcharge is fo eaſy, that it 
often went off inſenſibly. It is neceſſary to keep 
warm during the Operation; and therefore in 
this expos'd cold Part of the World, the Heat 
of Summer is the beſt, when the Water is more 

ure and unmix'd, the Beginning and whole 
Month of July conſequently proper. Some of 
our Family (if I may ſo call them) drank it 
 warm'd, and in the Houſe, which may provoke 

the Operation ſomeching, but makes it more 
nauſeous; it empties the Bowels, gives a good 
Appetite, eaſy Digeſtion; and notwithſtanding 
ſo noiſy and unſeaſonable a Place, (as will be 
ſeen in the following Sheets) and other Inconve- 
niencies, I never ſlept better in my Life. 

In all leprous, ſcrophulous, and ſcorbutick 
Chis. they are a ſovereign Remedy ; ; in hem 
rhoiual, ſpermatick, and urinary Caſes, hardly 
to be match'd: And it is aſſured, by thoſe w' 
have experienced all, that they exceed both Scars 
borough and Cheltenham, in all inflammatory Caſes, 
in wha: Part or Kind ſogver; in nephritick and 
gouty Caſes, they are almoſt intalltble. A. 
Gentleman of Veracity, who happened to be here 
this Day, informed a That he has e. 

6 


— — < 
. — ya —— — ——ů— — — — — 


130 }- 


Cheltenham a conſiderable Time, and found little 


or no Benefit by thoſe Waters, (his Diſorder be- 
ing the Gout) and came from thence a Weck 
ago, who having been here but three or four 

Days, he aſſures me, that he has found his Diſ- 
temper much remov'd; that he intends going 
Home To-morrow, which he did. In paraly- 


tick, hypochondriack, and hyſterick Diſorders, it 
would be of great Service, and in all chronical 


Caſes, provided a proper Regimen were uſed, it 


not ruffling the Patient ſo much as other Purga- 


tives do. But, it is a Fault here, as at all other 
Places of this Sort, for the Company to live too 


high and irregular. But, as I have ſaid nothing in 
vermicular Caſes, I ſhall relate the following Ex- 


periment: A Man who liv'd at Llanbaddern (a 


Place already mentioned) having for five or fix 


Years been afflited with a violent Pain in his 


Stomach, eſpecially when either lying down or 


ſitting, after enduring it fo very long, he was 
perſuaded to drink theſe Waters, which the 


third day brought from him a Worm which 
meaſured ſeven Feet fix Inches in Length; the 


Diameter of his Back, for near a Foot in Length, 
was equal to the Breadth of a large Thumb- Nail, 
the Colour browniſh, and the Back a little Ipeck- 
led; it was alive when it was diſcharged ; but this 
Man carried it Home. with him (which was the 


| Reaſon I did not fee it) perfectly eas'd of his 
Pain. Tho' this Thing may ſeem almoſt incre- 


dible, I muſt beg Leave to affure the Reader, 


that this Affair happened but a Fortnight before 


I came there, and was atteſted by too many cre- 
dible Witnefles to admit a Scruple of the Truth, 
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A Friend of mine was afflicted with the 
Scurvy fo bad, that (being a facetious Limb 


of a Libertine) he declar'd he muſt either go 


to Llandrindod, or the D—— I. Though he 
lived a little irregular, he was cur'd in feven 
Days, and return'd the Day after our Arri- 


val, Give me leave to mention one great 


Cure more, and I have done: I declare Pm 
no prejudic'd Perſon, nor have any great Reaſon 
to enlarge on our ſatisfaCtory Living there; but as 


it happened, my Obſervations may be of ſome Ser- 
vice to my Readers, therefore I ſhall give them, 
| tho? briefly: An old Man who lives near the 


Spring, and from whoſe Mouth I had this Ac- 
count, told me that he was ill for ſeveral Years, 
and ſo windy and coſtive, that his Life was 4 
Burthen to him: He apply'd to ſeveral Apothe- 
caries and Phyſicians, who gave him no Relief; 
he at laſt took to theſe Waters, of which he drank 
twenty-three Pints, which brought from him an 


'Excrement, that he aſſur'd me was fo hard, that 
he could make little or no Impreſſion on, when 
ſtamp'd with the Heel of his Shoe. This Man 
is upwards of ſeventy Years old, fays it was 


twenty-four Years ago, has drank the Water 
frequently after, and hath never had a ſick Day 
ſince that Time, and looks, tho” very grey, the 
moſt healthy Man I've ſcen ot his Age. 

It may be imagin'd, that I'm ſome Dabbler 


in Phyſick, or have ſome private End to ſerve ; 


bur I declare the Imagination (if there be ſuch a 


one) to be wrong, and at the ſame Time lay, 


I've no great Regard for the Profeſſion ; certainly 
Phyſicians were deſign'd for reſtoring and pre- 
yrviag the Health of the Body, as the Clergy 
| F 2 that 
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that of the more refin'd Part of Humanity; but, 
by woeful Experience it is found, that the pre- 


tent Practice of too many of both, has brought 


the Profeſſions in too little Eſteem. 5 
. Theſe Accounts of the Cures of the Water, I 


have had from gopd Hands, who have had no- 


thing in View but declaring the Truth. I ſhall 


no continue my Journal. Above the Spring is 


a Hedge, behind which we walk'd, and work'd 
off our Phyſick, (if 1 may ſo call it) which was 
not ſo agreeable, or operated fo well, as the fol- 


| lowing Days. At the upper End of this Hedge 
we found ourſelves on a ſteep Bank, at the Bot- 
tom of which runs the Brook already mentioned; 


on the other Side were three Welch Girls, who 


had no Hedge, or any Retreat when a Motion 
offered; we had only the Valley between us, and 


were looking round the Country; at this Junc- 
ture one of the Girl's Water began to operate, 
and I own we were ſo rude to ſtay and obſerve 


her Confuſion, and Means of extricating herſelf :_ 


Immediately the two others ſtepp*d before her, 


and up ſhe turn'd, when having ſcarce done, 


one of the other, was in the ſame Condition; and 
ſo continu'd alternately 'till we were oblig'd by 
| Modeſty and Compaſſion, to walk back, per- 
fectly pleas'd at the humorous Event. 


| We walk'd home, during which Time I had 
Leiſure to look round the Country, and obſerve 


what Sort of a Situation this was more exactly. 
The Common, on which the Houſe and Spring 
are, is enclos'd on the South by a Hill almoſt 


cover'd with Under-Wood, the Weſt by a ſmall. 


Wood, and beyond it high Mountains; the 
North by ſome plain Land, deſcending to the Ri- 
ver 
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ver Nihon. Beyond that River the Ground riſes 
with Mountains, which ſeem heap'd on one ano- 
ther 'till they are above the Clouds; and when 
the Wind is in that Quarter, it muſt be very cold 
in the Winter. On the Eaſt *tis plain for ſome 
conſiderable Way, and beyond it are the ſame 
Tokens of its being Zales: But, to peak inge- 
nouſly, this Place has a much berter Aſpect than 
1 expected, and much preferable to many Places 
I've ſeen in that Principality, 

A great many Horſes, other Cattle, and Sheep, 
feed on the Hills and Rocks, (tho! 1 faw not one 
Goat ;) the Meæds by the River produce good Crops 
of Hay, tho? often overflowed, The Hills indeed 
anſwer a great many uſeful and beneficial Ends. 

It has been a Matter of Controverſy, whether 
ſuch a Number of great Hills roſe out of Chaos, 
or were tumbled together in the great Deluge. 

5 great Critick and Chronologer, after examin- 
ing the Hiſtory of the Chriftians, and likewiſe 
the Chineſe Account, obſerves, that the Chineſe ſay 
the World has ſubſiſted 6O, o Years : He con- 
tinues, that perhaps the Chriſtians will obje &, 
that how is it poſſible, that any Records could 
be preſerved of the Time hefore the Flood, ex- 
cept fuch as were ſaved in Noah's Ark; fince that 
univerſal Inundation ſwept away all the reſt of 
Mankind, and muſt needs utterly efface all their 
Writings and Monumert-. To this he anſwers, 
(for he was neither a Chriſtian or Chineſe) that 
the Chriſtians cannot prove this Inundation to be 
_ univerſal, nor even out ot their own Scriptures, 
which (he ſays) he had narrowly examined in 
this Point, and finds the Deluge limited to that 
Part of che Earth which was inhabited at that 
Time, 
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Time, which verbal Limitation ſuppoſes the 


whole Globe was neither inhabited nor drown'd, 
or elſe they muſt allow a Tautology in Scrip- 
tures ; beſides, it is evident from the Bible, con- 
cerning Noab's Preaching one hundred and twen- 
ty Years before the Flood, that this was but a 
particular Deluge, inflicted as a Puniſhment on 
that obdurate and impenitent Nation where he 
Hved. I think it muſt Ry be as the above 
judicious Author ſuggeſts ; but be the Origin of 
theſe ſtupendous Mounts when it will, their 
Appearance are greatly ſurpriſing to an Inhabi- 
tant of a plain Country, and differ all in Shape, 


Soil and Fertility. As I have digreſſed ſo far, 


I can't make a ſafe Retreat better than with the 
following Quotation from the Poem already 
mentioned, in admiring the Works of our in- 
n nite great Creator, 


—_— hance, ad not to ſerve a gracious End, 
Do Then l' exalted Hills aloft aſcend; 

When the thin Vapours, by the riſing 7 opc, 

| Condensd, diſtil around in lucid Drops, 

With genial Moiſture, ſwell ih' ſprouting Seeds, 

And chock with blooming Herbs the florid Meads. 
When to their hanging Slopes, and craggy Brows, 

Each murmuring Brook, and pouring River owes 

| The Source, from whence in crooked Roads below, 

Hts fruitful and refreſhing Currents flow. = =» 
When on their ſunny Sides the ripening Corn, 

Delightful waves, in greater Plenty borne ; 


. Or cluſt ring Vines with ſtronger Vigour ſh we 


And pay our Culture with a richer Fruit. 


When from their tow ring Heights our Eyes command 


The wide-extended Tra rats of varied Land; 
Survey 
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Survey at once whole Provinces around, 
With It ral Nature's beauteous Bleſſings crown'd 
Numberleſs Proſpects, which attract The Sight, 
Scene after Scene, and ſtill with freſh Delight. 
When on their ſteepy Surface _ profuſe 
A thouſand Growths, of ſalutary Uſe; 
Which ſpreading Lawns beneath refuſe to bear, 
Dijtinft in Soil, in Heat, and ambient Air. 
Hhat Weakneſs then, and Folly Man betrays, 
 Whent'er thy Works be queſtions, or thy Ways 
More clearly found, all beauteous wiſe aud goods 
The nearer ſearch'd, the better underſiood. 


The Beauty of this Poem is a ſufficient Ex- 
cuſe for my inſerting it. I ſhall now go on with 
deſcribing : In the Midſt of this Roſe or Com- 
mon, formerly ſtood a ſmall thatch'd Cottage, 
which belonged to a neighbouring Gentleman, 
' whoſe Name is Jones. In Proceſs of Time, the 
Wells being more frequented, he was perſuaded 
to build a ſmall Stone Houſe, conſiſting of two 
ſmall] Rooms below, and two above; but the 
Workmen not underſtanding their Buſineſs, each 
Room below (for there are no Fire-Places above) 
is ſo ſmoaky, it is almoſt impoſſible to fit in them 
with Fire, the one of theſe is the Kitchen, a naſty 
dirty Hole, as &er I ſaw, the other is a little 
Hole likewiſe, which is a Thorough-fare into 
the new Building, and is intolcrably ſmoak'd 
by the Fire in the Kitchen, which is made of 
Wood. 

Laſt Year 1743, he built an Addition to it; 
this hath only ore Room on the Ground Floor, 

which is an indifferent good Parlour, and one 
Third of this Building is taken up with a large 
Paſſage 
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Paſſage and Staircaſe, (which Room is much 
wanted) all the Company being obliged to 
be together in the Parlour, or that ſmoaky 
Thorough- fare already mentioned. There are 
three or four little Rooms upon the ſecond Floor 
of the new Building, and two Garrets above; 
over the'old Building are two Rooms, in one of 
which are three Beds bad enough, but no Gar- 
ret over it; the Houſe is fo contrived by Mr. 
Jones Order, that provided the Wells ſhould 
fail, it may be converted into a Mecting- Houſe, 
he being lately made a Proſelyte to the Preſbyte- 
rian Sect by his Wife, who is Daughter to a Di- 
rector of that Perſuaſion in Glouceſter. The Front 
of the Houſe, I mean the laſt Building, is ſaſned 
_ andplaiſter*d ; they have but one Stable, and that 
a very bad one, and the little Hay that's in it 
is no better, You are obliged to have your 
Hories rurn'd upon high encloſed Land very 
bleak and barren, (indeed they may have the 
good Fortune to go in a Mead by the River 
Side,) or lie in the Stable without Straw ; the 
old thatch'd Houſe would make two or three 
indifferent good Stables, but the Landlord is 
covetous, and the Tenants are indolent in this as 
in every think elſe; here was a ſmall Encloſure 
round the Houſe, but no Garden; behind the 
Houſe is a ſmall Neceſſary one, where the La- 
dies uſed to retire, and about twelve Yards be- 
low that, on a gradual Deſcent, is a ſmall Spring. 
Here they fetch their Water, boil all their Vic- 
tuals, (which is a maniteſt Inſtance of the Naſt i- 
neſs of the Welch) notwithſtanding in the Yard, 
and much nearer than this, to the Kitchen Door, 


is a Rivulet of very good Water, which runs 
from 


. + 
from the Mountain above. Here they water 
Horſes, and will not be perſuaded to uſe it in 
the Houle for Tea or any thing elſe, cxcept 
- Waſhing, as it is a near and eaſy Deſcent to the 
other Water from the Place above-mentioned : 
Very probably we drank Part of what the Ladies 
drank before ; for you are to obſerve, that find- 
ing great Inconveniences in this one Bog-Houle, 
we procured a Ladder, and placed it down in the 
Paddock for the Uſe of the Male Kind at the other 
Door, and indeed all round about it ; if there fell 
a little Rain (the Ground being of a ſoft ouzy 
Subſtance) it would be exceeding dirty, but when 
dry, and little Wind, 'twas pleaſant enough. 
But to proceed: Being arriv'd at the Houſe, 
we prepared for Breakfaſt, having brought ſome 
Coffee, Tea, apd Sugar with us, which every 


one ought to do that expects to drink any at 
TLlandrindod. We found ſeveral Ladies in the 


| Parlour : After making our Congees, I walk'd 


round the Room, {this being Sunday) and found 
on the great Table a Volume of Shakeſpear”s Plays, 
Juſt laid down, and open at a Scene in Henry the 
IVth. I fou: d no other Furniture, except Chairs 
and three Tables, but a Book of Songs and 
News-Papers. We breakfaſted in the Middle of 
the great Parlour, having but one Tea Spoon, a 
little Toaſt, a deal of Butter, but no Cream or 
Milk. I took out my Pen and Ink, and upon 
our Table took down my Notes; the Ladies 
ſcem'd to obſerve me much, which made me do 
it more ſecretly for the tuture, _ 

Before I go further, I think it will be proper 
to ſay what Company Fate had brought us into; 
the firlt I ſhall mention was a South Welch Fa- 

| G mily, 
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mily, whoſe Name I ſhall call Slip Pyli; of this 
Name was a Father, Mother, Son, and Daugh- 
ter; the Father was generally called Captain. 
and l' ve Reaſon to think, from his Language in 
Behaviour, he has been a Briſtol Sailor. He is a 
ſurly, opinionated, lecherous, and ignorant old 
Fellow, and takes a particular Delight 1n turn- 
ng N Thing into an obſcene udierous Mean- 
ing; he would willingly be thought a great Man, 
de Things grand, but would chuſe and endea- 
vour to do it at others Expence. He had a 
Chair with a ſingle Horſe, in which his Wife 
and Daughter rode; *twas common to ſee him 
dreſs in an old blue Coat, dirty Shoes and Stock- 
ings, an old Hat, a good - natur'd Straw-colour'd 
Whig, and a Scarlet Waiſtcoat, with a Gold 
Lace on't as broad as Three Fingers. Thus 
much of old Si Pbli, which taken together is an 
odd Deſcription, tho? very true; his Wife was 
a jolly, handſome, ſenſible Woman, and I think I 
ſaw her guilty but of one or two little Actions 
during our Stay, which I ſhall inſert in its Place. 
Their Son was a living Character of Squire Sap- 
cull, in the Honeſt Yorkſhire Man, about twenty- 
two Years old; he was a luſty young Fellow, 
and had Courage (or if you pleaſe Welch Mad- 
neſs) enough to quarrel with a Lady, or beat 
an Hoſtler; I intend calling him Squire Slip Phli; 
his Siſter was a modeſt, pretty behav'd young 
Lady, and followed the Precepts of her Mother, 
as the Son did thoſe of his Father : So much for 5 
the Family of Slip Pbli. 

Mr. Van'ſe was a Middle, or rather South 
Welchman, who had with him only his Wife and 
a Widow Gentlewoman, waole Name was L 
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luct; Mr. Van'ſe was a well grown perſonable 
Man, about twenty-eight ; Mrs. Van ſe was one 
of thoſe unfortunate Women that marry ungtate- 


ful Fellows for Love; he had with her a very 


good Fortune; ſhe was young, and by him had 


only one Child; Mrs, Lobluck was in Mourning 
for her late Huſband, ſhe was about Forty. Mr. 


Hen's Peft, the only Engliſh Perſon in the Houſe 


but ourſelves, was about Sixty, in the Commil- 
ſion of the Peace, and I take him to be a good- 
natur'd honeſt Man. 5 


From Middle Wales we had, I verily be- 
lieve, three Maids, their Names Sadvie, who 


came here more for Recreation than Recovery of 
Health; but I have been inform'd it was more 
for Huſbands than either; two of theſe I men- 
_ tion'd tumbling through our Room, with the 


young Squire Slip Phl; in Tow, Be it remark'd, 
it was theſe young Ladies, if I may ſo call them, 


(their Father being one of his Majeſty's Juſtices 


of the Peace) that objected to my Couſin's going 
through their Room, in which old and young 


_ Slip Phli lay; their Father turn'd them out of 


Doors laſt Year, for ſtaying ſo long at theſe 


Wells; one of them I find is married face, This 


was all our Company, except an old Woman 
from North Wales, who was an old, inſinuating 

Go-between, whoſe Name was Winifred : They 
all, except Mr. He's Peſt, had a natural Welch 


 Twang, though they pretended they did not un- 


derſtand that Language, excepting Mr. Yar'/ſe. 
By this Time my Readers may conſider what 


4 deſirable Company we were bleſſed with : I 


Wil give you my Word I was in a longing 
Condition to be gone from them; no coaccal- 
G 2 | in g 
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ing Bankrupt, or unfortunate Merchant, thrown 
into Goal, was in more Anxiety at the Looks 
of long-confined Debtors, who demanded their 
Entrance Money, than we at the Thoughts of 
Futurity with theſe Cambrian Mountaineers : 

By this Reflection it may be ſuppoſed that I am 
_ guilty of Partiality, or ignorant of the true 
Character of Welch Gentry ; but 1 muſt beg leave 
to pronounce ſuch a Suppoſition - groundleſs ; I 
know thoſe Gentry have a good Character, and 
I know they truly deſerve it; therefore it only 
remains that I ſay, with Juſtice and Reaſon, that 
theſe were of the Y/ould-be Sort. 

All our Company went to Llanbadern Church, 
except Mrs. and Miſs Slip Pbli, Mrs. YVar'ſe, 
and Winifred. We having breakfaſted and dreſs d, 
thought it too late and far to go and hear a Welch 
Sermon; but upon conſulting our Landlord, we 

underſtood that we might be ſoon enough at 
Mr. Jones's Meeting-Houſe, which he ſhewed 
us down below on the ſame Roſſe; accordingly 
we went down, and two or three People com- 
ing at that Juncture at the Door, we followed 
them in. | 
The Building is as lirgh as an ordinary an ; 

it 1s new, and raiſed at. the above Gentleman's 
Expence ; at the Eaſt End of it is the Pulpit; 
under that is Mr. Jones's Pew, the only one there, 
all the Congregation beſides ſetting on Benches; 
we went to the Weſt End, and ſat down; they 
were then ſinging a Welch Pſalm, in the meſt 
doleful Tune I ever heard, the Clerk pronounced 
the Words in a Tone almoſt as diſagrecable; 
having finiſhed the Singing, which was very 

| long, we all ſtood up, and the Preacher having 
dclivered 


a 


4.48 1 


Ahiveied his Text, both in Engliſh and Welch, 

he continued and finiſhed his Diſcourſe i in the 
latter Tongue. He was a young Man, and 
teaches School in this Place; as to the Sermon, 
I underſtood but little of it, though, verily 1 
think, that provided an Engliſb Curate deſerves 
Thirty Pounds per Ann. a Welch one does Sixty, 
if the Sermons were of the ſame Number and 

Length: I declare I thought ſometimes he would 
have burſt ſome of his inward Veſſels, or make 
his Throat ſo ſore that he would not be able to 
ſpeak in a Fortnight, On my Right Hand were 
two Boys, who had the Irch abominably ; one 
of them underwent a great Mortification, for 
his Fellow-Sufferer, every time I looked that 
Way, prevented his ſcratching, by ſaying I ob- 
ſerved him; in about twenty Minutes the Yelch- 
man concluded, and came down from the Pulpit, 
which Place was immediately ſupplied by a Bro- 
ther of the Juſtice's, ar which Time came in that 
Gentleman and his Lady. The Domine, after 
wiping his Face, with a devout A ſpect told us, 
In Eugliſb, that from Revelations, Chap. in. Verſe 


I. he had taken his Text. He advanced, that 


it was the Aim and only View of a great Part of 
the World to live only to a Name ; this he fre- 
quently repeated, that they had not that inward 
Feeling of the Spirit, which Chriſtians ought to 
have. Some, continued he, come to hear the 
Word of Gud for Form's Sake, others for Inte- 
reſt, and ſome out of Curioſity, or, what is worſe, 
to ſee and be feen, and make Games and Obſer- 
vations ; but he deſired us all, to hold faſt the 
Faith, and not live deceivingly to a Name only. 

Alter ac long Prayer, in which he particularly 
Praga 
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prayed for the Royal Family, he finiſhed, to my 
great Satisfaction, conſidering my two neigh- 
bouring Boys. Indeed I expected to have heard 
a deal lower Language, and the Performance 
every Way worſe. Moſt of the Flock had little 


Horſes at the Door, which they mounted, and 
rode away full Speed. We walk'd home, and 
found ourſelves ready for Dinner before the Re- 
turn of our Church People ; one of our Landla- 
dies inform'd us, for there was two, that the 
Company deſired we would drink ſeparate from 
them, which gave us no Uneaſineſs; we ima- 
gined that our talking up Stairs procured us this 
Mortification, as they were pleaſed to imagine it. 
In about half an Flour our Company came 
Home; the young Squire carried the Ladies 
with his Arms round their Legs, from the 
Chairs into the Houſe ; Mr. S/ip Phli and Fa- 
mily din'd with a Countryman of theirs, who 
lodg'd in the Neighbourhood; Mrs. Lobluck 


fat at the Head of the Table at which we all 


din'd ; we had four or five Diſhes of Meat in- 
differently dreſs'd, no Garden-ſtuff but a few 
Greens, which were boil'd almoſt black, a Cou- 
ple of Fowls roaſted, but the Liver and Gizard 
were thrown on the Dunghill, which the Cook 
thought uſeleſs; our Plates, Knives and Forks, 
were quite black with uſing ; our Table Linnen 
dirty; our other Diſhes of Meat, beſides the 
Fowls, were a Piece of Beef boil'd, a Shoulder 
of Mutton roaſted, a Bir of Vea! and Bacon, 
and two Sorts of Cheeſe z our Bread was the 
ſame as laſt Night: We being fo blameably com- 
plaiſant to fit low at Table, our good-natur'd 
Company favour'd us with cooling our Meat for 

= us, 
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us, and indeed our Caſe for ſome Time was like 


that of Tantalus, The Miſs Sadvies told us they 


had an exceeding good Sermon delivered by 


a genteel young Clergyman, but the Text and 


Subject they had (reaſonably) forgot : Theſe 
Things they remembered, that a young Gentle- 
man in a pearl'd-colour'd Coat, white Waiſtcoat 
and Stockings, and red Breeches, had ogled 

their Siſter Tythe, (which was the eldeſt, about 
thirty-four) all the Time of divine Service, 
which pleaſed the old Maid to that Degree, that 
ſhe almoſt thought her laſt Prayer had prevaiPd. 

They obſerv*d "that there was a full Congrega- 
tion; but that Miſs Thoma“ Hoop was too little, 


| Miſs Edwards's Cap came too forward, Miſs 
Richards they acknowledg'd would have been a 


pretty Girl, if her Hair had been curl'd like their 


own, A great many more Obſervations of this 
Sort were delivered by Miſs Ariam Sadvie, who 


is the molt affected, proud, and handſome fea- 


tur'd of the Three. Mr. Jane took a great 


deal of Trouble with this affected Creature, and 
made himſelf a great deal of ſatisfactory Merri- 


ment, with their ridiculous Nonſenſe, when his 


good- :natur'd, 8 generous, and much more 
ſenſible Wife, ſat by, without having the leaſt 
Notice taken of her by the Huſband, whom ihe 


had rais'd from the Ground, 


Mrs: Lobluck ſaid little, but eat as much ass 
any of the reſt, ſome of When iwailow'd more 
than any Country Plowman ; Mrs. Ya?ſe ſaid 


little, tho' to the Purpoſe, with the greatelt Con- 
_Celcenſion, and without Aftsctatian; her Hul- 


band made 90 mail Note ter Sauce, Sc. for a 
Cucumber ac had boug it. Od ny talk'd in 
| her 
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her uſual Phraſe, on an obſcene Subject to Mr. 
Yar'ſe ; we had no Grace before or alter Dinner, 
and we drank ſeparate, according to the Compa- 
ny's Defire : I forgot to ſay Mr. Hen's Peſt be- 
hav'd very well during this Scene, Inſtead of 
Church in the Afternoon, our Company went to 
the Lodgings of the Gentleman who Mr. Slip 
Pbli and Family din'd with: Mr. and Mrs. Van'ſe, 


Mr. Hers Peſt, and Mrs. Lobluck, rode in two 


Chairs; the Miſs Sadvies not being ask'd to 
ride as thoſe before-mention'd, choſe to walk 
rather than ride on Horſe-back, and having on 
their beſt Cloaths, they tuck'd up to the Knees, 
it being a little dirty. This I can with Security 
fay, that their Legs were handſomer than their 
Faces; we watch'd them down the Common, 
and ſaw them fatigu'd in the Dirt, which was no 
ſmall Mortifi cation to their Pride. About half 
an Hour after came three young Gentlemen, and 
as many young Ladies. One of the Gentlemen, 
whoſe Name was Percy, and whoſe Unkle was 
lately High Sheriff of this County, was after- 


wards our particular Friend ; all the reſt were 


Water-Drinkers : One of theſe Gentlemen I had 
formerly known in Worceſter. Our Room being 
now clear, this good-natur'd Company was ſo 
kind to drink Tea with us, which while we 


were about, a Gentleman rode to the Door, 


which happened to be a Countryman of ours, 
and a Clergyman. We congratulated each other 
on our Meeting, and having finiſh'd Tea, we all 
walk*d together (Mr. Percy being acquainted 
with our Parſon) to the Spring : Mr. Percy pro- 
miſed us the Favour of conducting us on the 


Morrow to the next Market-Town, that is, Built 
5 


F 7 
in Brecknock/hire, which we were obliged to him 
for. One of out Ladies fitting down on the 
Rock oppoſite to the Well, where I had this 

Morning ſeen a Welchman picking the Vermin 
from the Scabs of his Wife's Head, this I told 
her of, which made her ariſe with no ſmall Con- 
cem : After viewing the Spring, and hearing a 
Welch Scold, about drawing the Water, we 
walk'd back to the Houſe, (this was the moſt a- 
greeable Company we met with during our Stay 
at Llandrindod) where being juſt arrived, we were 
alarmed with the Noiſe of ſome Company at the 
Gate: Curioſity prompting us to ſee who it was, 
we found it to be a Lady, the Relict of a Welch 
Baronet, by whom ſhe had a great many Chil- 
dren, and the ſame that ſaved her Husband from 
Ruin, as mention*d in a modern Pamphlet, inti- 
tuled The Life of Jonathan the Second. Her La- 
dyſhip, whoſe Name I ſhall call Sil{zmawe, is 
fince married to a Clergyman, whole Name is 
Snot Jobn, he was here with her, and Pve been 
informed, that notwithſtanding Mr. Snot John 
married her within fourteen Days after the Baro- 
net's Deceaſe, he almoſt came too late. (This 
is Country Diſcourſe). With them was a Daugh- 
ter of che Baronet's, by this Lady, about eigh- 
teen Years old ; they had with them only two 
Servants, and before they entered the Gate, Mr. 
Snot Foha enquired, in the Tone of a Superior, 
-whether her Ladyſhip had taken Care for a Bed 
at Mr. Jones's, (knowing there were none with us;) 
her Lady ſhip anſwered, no; it's a very fine Caſe, 
replied the Husband ; Madam, continued he, 1 
iaſiſt that you ride up this Moment to be ſatisfied 
inthat Affair. Her Ladyſnip immediately, with 
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ſeeming good Humour, obey'd ; (for what now 
ſignilied her Title; and 'tis frequently the Caſe 
of thoſe Women, who demean themſelves to 
marry low, unworthy, Men : I's a general Ob- 
ſervation, that the worſt Husbands are raiſed by 
their Wives, or ſome other Means, from Ob- 
ſcurity, who bring with them thoſe baſe Sceds of 
. degenerate, Nature, which Time and Enjoyment | 
is not able o deſtroy ;) and rode up the Com- 


mon, together with her Daughter and Servants, 


and theſe laſt ſneered much at the Inſolence of the 
Husband, and Condeſcenſion of the Wife. Mr. 
Snot Jobn in the mean Time alighted, and walk'd 
into the Houſe, where he regaled with a Glaſs to 
our Admiration, He is of a dark Complexion, 
about Forty, has been gay, but behav'd quite 
well afterwards : His Lady is about the ſameAge, 
not very handſome, but agreeable enough. 

The Daughter, as I ſaid before, is about 
Eighteen, of a fair Complexion, her Features 
good, her Shape and Air very agreeable, her 
Behaviour the moſt commendable of all our La- 
dies; ſhe wrote a ſmall Poem on theſe Wells, 
which her Modeſty prevented my Readers ſeeing. 
It ſeems her Father; Sir Vidad Sillimaw, ſpent a 
large Share of his Eftate, and left his Lady a 
greater Legacy of Manhood than Diſcretion and 
Occonomy. But to proceed, while her Ladyſhip 
was gone, our other Company not being return'd, 
Mr. Percy, our Clergyman, and ourlclves, ſat 
down to Supper, after which we were quite mer- 


ry, till Mr. Percy and the Parſon, who lay at 


that Gentleman's Houle, left us, which was at | 
Nine o' Clock. 5 
We | 


EEE 


We ſpent the Remainder of the Evening in 
| the lite Room where we ſupped, with a Gentl-- 
man from - Hereford/hire : This was one of che 
moſt ſenſible Men I had ſeen here; while we were 
very merrily enjoying ourſelves, old Sip Pali 
came into our Room with a News Paper, in his 
Hand; he ask'd me to read it, but made a Noiſe 
with his Comments and Ref). Etions, fomething 
like thoſe of cunning and witty News Paper 
Writers: To our Wiſh he left us when I had done. 
We parted with our Company, they lying at o- 
ther Houſes, and went to Bed at Eleven o' Clock, 
an Hour much too late for this Day; we Nept | 
indiffcrently well, Circumſtances conſidered. 

We aroſe at Seven o'Clock, on Monday, July 
the gth, walk'd to the Well; I drank five Pints 
with more Eaſe than Yeſterday, and work'd it 
off ina Place the Parſon directed us to; it is in 
a large Field behind a ſmall Wood, between 
which are a great many Birch Trees laid horizon 
tally, which heretofore ſerv'd for a Hedge, but 
now far our Deſign exactly. 

We came home, and found our Houſe in an 
Uproar; the Miſs Sadvies, who had emptied 
thei Bodies, were waiting for Breakfaſt, out of 
Complaiſance to her Lady ſhip, who was not come 
down from her Lodgings; indeed any Perſon, 
of a right Way of Thinking, cannot wel! blame 
theſe noiſy Girls, conſiderins g their Condition at 
this Juncture : Some Time after came the Lad y, 
Fc. Her Ladyſhip was, we may ſuppoſe, ſerv'd 
firſt, and there continued a Noiſe who ſhould be 
ſerved next; the Sadnwies hectored and ſcolded 
the poor Women our Landladies, who returad 
the Riobaldry in the ſame Cant and Stile: Dur- 
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ring the Clamour, I found Means, unperceived, 
- convey away the Toaſt and Butter they waited 
or. 

When we were at Breakfaſt, came in our Par- 
ſon ; he joined us at Breakfaſt, and aſſured us Mr. | 
Percy would be here in an Hour or two, and ef-_ 
cort us to Built, He gave us ſeveral neceſſar 
Hints relating to the People and Country, and alſo 
inform'd us of the Wells above, which I ſhall de- 
ſcribe in its proper Place, he having been here ſe- 
veral Times. At Eleven Mr. Percy came, when. 
ve all mounted; the Parſon rode towards Montgoe 
meryſhire, where his Buſineſs lay, and we towards 
Built aforeſaid. We rode over Mountains, Hills, 
and plain Commons, for about three Engliſh 
Miles, with Proſpects of good Valleys on the 
Right and Left, when we entered ſome encloſed 
Grounds. T he Hedges were moſt of Birch, and 
ſo large, that in ſhort they were no Fence at all. 
We here met a Man with a Sledge or Car, on 
which he had a Cask of Ale, drawn by one 
Horſe ; this is the common Way here of tranſ- 
porting Goods from one Place to another : The 
Man told Mr, Percy, in Welch, that he was go- 


ing to Dyſart Wake, a Village about two Miles 


off: Here we intended to call as we returned. 
My Horſe happened to loſe a Shoe, though 
fortunately near a Blackſmith's Shop; it retard- 
ed our Journey ſomething ; the Smith I found 
had been a Seaman during the late Queen's 
Wars, gave a good Account of his Voyages, 
and ſeem'd to have the true and undaunted Spi- 

rit which is inſeparable from a Britiſþ Tar ; his 


Wife looked badly, which notwithſtanding, ſhe 


was obliged to ſtrike with the great Hammer 
| ſhe 
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ſhe, like other Welch Women, bbund her Head 
to prevent its Aching. We rode on; the Hills | 
ſtill continuing, from one of theſe we law a large 

Opening, between two Mountains; that Open- 
ing was full of a thick Fog; this Mr. Percy 
told us aroſe from the large and rapid River- 
Wye,which ran through that deep Valley. Riding 
about another Mile, we came to the Banks ot 
that River, juſt below where the iow, before- 
mentioned, emties itſelf into it: Its Courſe was 
here incommoded much, by large Rocks and- 
Stones, which with the Rapidity of the Stream, 
made a great foaming Noiſe, This rocky Bot- 

tom continued about half a Mile ; after that it 
glided with a ſmooth though ſwift Stream to 
Built, to which Place we had it on our Right 
Hand ; here is good Paſture, Meads, and Arable 
Land, provided the River keeps within Bounds, 
but Inundations are very frequent, which make 
2 Harveſt very precarious. Here is a good deal 
of Wood growing, eſpecially on the Weſt Side 
the River. This Ri ver we paſſed, over a large 
wooden Bridge, at the other End of which is the 
Town of Bealt, Buelth, Built, or, as the Inha- 
bitants pronounce it, Beeltb. | 
It is ſituate on the Weſtern Bank of the River 
e, which here divides the Counties of Radnor. 
and Brecknock, the Town being in the laſt men- 
tion'd County: It had formerly a Caſtle, which 
was de moliſh'd by Rice ap Griffith, but rebuilt by 
«he Moriimers and Braſes; ſcarce any Remains 
of this Caſtle are now to be ſeen. In 1090 a- 
Fire conſum'd that Part of the Town next the 
River; but good Part of it is now rebuilt, The 
Town now conſiſts of three or four indifferent 


good 
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good Streets, ſome Part pav'd, eſpecially at the 
Market-Place. It happening to be Market- Day, 
(having had ſomething to eat) we went to 7h | 
the Town; there was a very large Concourſe of 
People, and a great deal of Goods bought and 
fold. The Buſineſs is entirely carried on in the 
Welch Language: We walk'd thro? all the Streets, 
and though they were throng'd much, we could 
rarely hear a Word of Englih: The Cryer's 
Method is this; firſt putting off his Hat, he 
ſays O yes thrice, goes on in the Welch Tongue, 
and concludes in Engliſh, with God pleſs the 
Kinke and the Lord of the Manor. At the 
upper End of the Town is Mr. Prothero's, a Juſ- 
tice of the Peace for this County : The Church is 
very large, but ſome Way from the Town; 
and being told there was nothing curious, and 
our Time being ſhort, we did not go to it. Mr. 
Percy having Eftates in both Counties, and be- 
ing univerſally known, he was ſaluted continu- 
ally with a Potheithe, Mr, Percy, &c. Indeed a 
great many had fome Affair or other to aſk his 
Advice about. The Trade of this Town and 
County round is knitting coarſe Stockings; Mon- 
day is the Market for Cattle, Ic. and Saturday 
for Corn, though I believe this laſt is a ſmall 
one; a Buſhel of Oatmeal at this Time, I could 
have bought for 13 4. and other Proviſions in 
Proportion. Old S!zp Phli engaged me to buy 
him ſome Paper for neceſſary Uſes at the Wells, 
but I remember I could ſcarce ger Two- penny- 
worth in Town; therefore that Commodity was 
not among the cheap and plentiful ones. Our 
Inn was the Crown, and I believe the beſt in 
Town : One of our Company cutting the Bread, 
tound 
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found in it a handſome Chew of Tobacco; but 
we could not with Juſtice blame our Landlord, 
becauſe it was bought of a Baker, and the ſame 
Sort we had at Llandrindod, i. e. white, good- 
looking Bread, but not half baked : We had 
three or four well-dreſs'd Diſhes, and din'd 
heartily ; (it jeems the Juſtices of this County 

had a Meeting here this Day.) Some of my deli- 
cate Readers may he ſurpriz'd at our eating after 
the Sight ot the Tobacco; but be it remembered, 
that we were in Wales, and muſt do as well as 
we could, and frequently put up with a few ſuch 
Trifles as theſe, Here was a Perſon who keeps 
an Inn in Brecknockſhire, where is a Bath much 
_ frequented, and he told me that he had then a 
great deal of Company: Indeed every one here 

condemn'd much the Management of our Houſe 
at Llandrindod. We having drank a Glaſs 
or two, ſet forward, intending to take the 
Wake in our, Way home. Our Landlord was 
very obliging, waited on us to the Horſe-Block, 
and offer'd his Service to buy any thing we 
would ſend for, if we removed to a private 
Houſe, as we then intended. We rode out at 
the Back Door, and came a nearer Way to the 
Bridge, which is built upon ſeventeen Piles, and 
appears to be a very itrong one. The Bridge 
here hath been carried down by- Floods in the 
Memory of Man three times, the laſt of which was 
in 1740. It was rebuilt at the Expence of both 
Countics, and notwithſtanding it caſt a conſi- 
derable Sum, they have it built but two Inches 
higher than before, and after the next large Flood, 
they may probably be at the ſame extraordina- 
ry Expence, Which might yes been prevent- 
6d 
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2d for a ſmall Sum when building. We conti. 
ned the ſame Road for three Miles, where no- 
thing remarkable happening, we turned to the 
Left Hand, directing our Courſe to Dyſart afore- 
faid. After riding through a great many encloſed 

Grounds, we came to the [thor River, already 
mentioned, which a Shower or two of Rain had 
made almoft Bank full. At the End of a Mead, 
by this River Side, were a Company dancing in 
a Barn. They were about nine Couple, gen- 
trelly drefs'd, and all People of Fortune and 
Faſhion, and I may with Security ſay, the beſt 
and molt active Country Dancers JI ever faw. 
We obſerved that the Men were gay and gentee}, | 
hhandſome and well-ſhaped; the Women were 
genteel, without Pride; modeſt, without A ffec- 


tation; beautiful, without Art; and free, with 


out Fondneſs: The generous Hand of Nature 
appeared in every Face, unfpotted with the art. 
tul Follies of this degenerate Age. It gave me 
2 ſtrong Idea of the Happineſs and Simplicity 
of the ancient Britons, before the Roman and o- 
ther Corruptions Overwhelm'd the now refined 
Part of the Iſland (as we are pleaſed to term it:) 
But theſe Zealots for Liberty maintained their 
Independency long, and under this happy Go- 
vernment they continue (and may they never end) 
their innocent Cuſtoms, Manners, and Recrea- 
tions. A favourite Dance (Bumpers *Squire 
Jones) 1 ſaw them perform with the greateſt 
Spirit, Order, and Exactneſs. Mr. Percy gave 
us a Sign to follow him, which we did; accord- 
_ ingly he lead us through a throng'd Lane to the 
Church-Vard, which, though large, was filled 
with People of almoſt all Ages and 3 | 

„ . Car 
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Near this was a little Houſe, where we put off 
our Riding Coats, Sc. The Church is a ſtrong 
Building, and pretty large, againſt the Tiles of 
which were a Dozen luſty young Fellows play- 
ing at Tennis, and as many againſt the Steeple at 
Fives. They play'd very well, but ſpoke (as 
indee4 almoſt every one elſe did) in the Welch 
Tongue. On one Side the Church were about 
ſix Couple dancing to one Violin, and juſt below 
three or four Couple to three Violins, whoſe 
Seat was a Tomb Stone. In ſhort, the whole 
was ſomething whimſically odd, We here ſaw 
common Games of Ball againſt the ſacred Pile, 
and there the Muſick playing over the Bones of 
the deceaſed, We were in the Middle of 
a merry noiſy Throng, without knowing their 
Language, or indeed almoſt any Thing they 
ſaid, We here here found Mr. Hen's Peſt, Mr. 
| Snot Fobn, old and young Slip Phli, who came 
on purpoſe. to ſee this Wake. Strolling all to- 
gether, we met. with a Woman that had a young 
Child in her Arms; Mr. Snot Fobn, being very 
facetious at this Time, asked her whoſe Child 
it was; ſhe anſwer'd in Eugliſb, that it was not 
her's; Will you ſell it, good Woman, returned 
he? Ay, it you'll. buy it, replied the Woman. 
He immediately took out a Guinea, and offered 
her for it; but the Woman ſeeming; to think 
him in Jeſt, we ſtept behind her, and told her 
the contrary, and that he wanted a Child. Will 
you take care of it, ſaid the Woman? I will, 
replied he: In ſhore the jeſt was carried fo far, 
that the Woman followed us to a Publick Houſe, 
and'ſe2m'd to infilt on his Offer; but oa Enqui- 
ry, we found it to be her own Child; of this 
Mr. Snot Jobn, made a Handle, reproaching; 
0 5 her 
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her for her Barbarity to her own Offspring, anc 
by this Means got clear of his Brgain, 

I having mentioned to him the Dancing in the 
Barn, Mr. Snot Fobn and the young Squire in- 

ſifted on going there; here the firſt of theſe begs'd 
my Couſin to dance, which ſhe did, tho? with 
Reluctance. The incomparable Company af- 
forded them all imaginable Aſſiſtance (their Me- 
thod being quite odd :) Squire Slip Phli ſtood by, 
ſtuffing. his Belly with Cherries, he had bought 
for the Ladies; our Dancers made their Com- 
plements, and then we returned to the Publick 
Houſe, where between old and young Slip Pbli, 
and Mr. Snot Fobn. (my Couſin, Mr. Percy and 
Mr. Jacome being gone again into the Church- 
yard) was a Diſpute, or rather Concurrence on 
a, Subject too obſcene for a Man of common 
Modeſty to repeat : In a little Time our Dancers 
came through our Room, and notwithſtanding, 


| they behav'd ſo civil to them before, our Com- 


pany could not forbear their ludicrous Talk even 
to them. The Evening beginning to draw on, 
we prepared for our Return Home; and calling 
at the Houſe for our Coats, c. were obliged 
to pay Two-pence a-piece for Houſing z which 
done, we mounted, and had a pleaſant Down to 
croſs, and the reſt of the Road was very good and 
agreeable : The Squire entertained me with a 
long Account of the Excellencies of the Horſe 
he rode on, and the great Exploits he had per- 
form'd with him; the beautiful and fertile Coun- 
try he came from ; jumbled together with ſuch a 
naked Quantity of Improbabilities, that I could 
hardly contain myſelf from laughing in his Face. 
_ Having paſs'd the Wells, we parted with our: 
good Friend Mr. Percy, who promiſed to —4 


59 1 
duct us on the Morrow to another Wake, at a 
Village call'd Aber Edow. . We met on the Roſs 
the Ladics of our Houſe, together wich the 
Gentleman they viſited Yeſterday : His Name 
is Yanaugh, about twenty-ſix Years old, of a 
middle Size, well-ſhap'd, long-viſag'd, and 
dark Complexion ; he dreſſcs gay, is very fond 
of Womens Company, plays on the Violin, has 
read ſome, and pretends to be a Critick and Phi- 
loſopher; has a great Opinion of himſelf, very 


affected, proud and conceited; the Ladies, par- 


ticularly the Sadvies, give the Name of Naſh, 
in Imitation of that celebrated Regulator, and 
generous- ſpirited Gentleman: Whereas this was 
a poor effeminate Fellow, whoſe Capacity was 
too ſmall to undertake any Thing that reach'd 
higher than the Scheme of a Fop, or Judgment 
of a Peaſant, This young Beau made his Ad- 
dreſſes to a neighbouring young Lady ; but as 
the Battery was manag'd by an unſkilful Engi- 
neer, the Beſieg'd eaſily diſmounted it, and 
oblig'd him to raiſe the Siege. He had with him a 
Siſter of leſs Manners than Beauty: My Reaſon for 
mentioning them is, that tho' they were not of our 
Family, yet being generally with us, I ſhall have 
frequent Occaſion to ſpeak of them in the Sequel. 
We rode Home, and were ſoon followed by 
our Company; our naſty Cooks dreſs'd Victuals 
as uſual; Mr. Vanaugb and his Siſter ſupped 
with us, together with Mr. Poſbib, a fat, young, 
Country Gentleman, who behav'd exceeding well; 
he was not, indeed, what the World calls over- 
loaded, but he had Senſe enough to ſay little, 
and ſeemed quite good-natur'd and inoffenſive. 
I never ſaw People ſa unmannerly greedy, par- 
Money Squire Slip Phli, who took the only 
ä Duck 
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Duck in the Diſh, cut of all the Legs and Wings, 
put them on his Plate, and placed the Carcaſs 
again in the Diſh ; and being asked for one Limb, 
he replied, that he could eat them all himſelf, or 
they ſhould have been welcome ; of which filling 
his Mouth full, was provoked to laugh, and, like 
Sir Euſtace in Wil liam Gwin Vaughan” s Travels. 
he ſputter'd it in our Faces. Mr. Snot Fobn faid 
Grace, and old Slip Phli repeated Amen, in a 
loud ridiculous Tone; this Method was continued 
during our Stay here. Mr. Vanaugh fat in a very 
formal Poſture, behav'd quite like himſelf, when 
drank to; his Ear almoſt touch'd the Table, or his 
Shoulder, and when he ſpoke *twas in a premedi- 
tated, and, as he thought, comprehenſive Manner. 
Having finiſh*d Supper, we were almoſt, ſtun- 
ned with a continual Jargan of bad En pliſh, that 
we were going to leave the Room, lien old 
Slip Phli begged we would ſtay; they called for 
Punch; Mr. Facome and myſelf drank ſeparate”; 
they gave him a Taſte of their Wine ; he drank 


three Glaſſes, which coſt him Eighteen Pence. T 3 


was this Evening but indifferent, which oblig'd 

me to go to Bed ſoon ; Mr: Vanaugb continued 
his troubleſome Behaviour, and the only ſolid 
Sentence I could hear, was, that Mrs, Slip Phli 
made uſe of to confute Mr. LVanaugh, on the State 
and Condition of Dean Sw/7; the MiſsSadvies in- 


deed favoured us with two or three Songs. We went 


to Bed at Ten, and left our Company very noiſy. 
Tueſaay the 10th. Aroſe at Seven o'Clock, 
and drank five Pints of Water; came Home; 
but through the middle Welch Ladies Noiſe 
add Stupidity, ve ſtaid 'till almoſt Eleven o'Clock 
for Breaſtfalt. I declare I never heard fine La- 
dies hector and [wear like them, My Lady hap- 
pened 
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pe ened to have Coffee, for which Reaſon the Miſs 
| Sadvies would have the ſame Breakfaſt'; our 
People having none in the Houſe, perſuaded tom 
to get ſome ot us; but we unfortunately. had made 
all ours, as we told them juſt before; this the 
Ladies reſented | in a furious Manner on the Land- 
lady, for being without that Commodity. 
At Twelve Mr. Percy came, but our Hoſtler 
being out, retarded our Journey ſome Time. It 
being a hazy Morning, and likely to Rain, my 
Couſin ſtaid at Home. Mr. Facome, Percy, 
and mſelf ſet out, though it began to rain; the 
firſt material Thing we faw was Llandrindod, or 
Trinity Church, in which Pariſh the Wells and 
our Habitation is ſituated, though a Mile and 
half from it; this Church ſtands on the Side of 
a large Mountain, and has no Steeple. Near it is 
Be large Farm Houſe, which i is generally full of very 
good Company, and at this Houſe, or ſome other 
| ſuch, I would adviſe my Friend to lodge ; ; bur as 
I ſhall make ſome Obſervations at the Erd of this 
Jocrnal, [II fay no mere on that Subject; only 
be it remembred,that it was at this Houſe, Mr. Va- 
_ naugh viſited the young Lady already mentioned. 
Leaving Llandrindod, we gradually aſcended 
to the Top of this Mountain, which is near as 
high as any in this County. Here we ſtopped 
to have a Horſe ſhod, for there is no Smith at 
the Wells; Mr. Percy talked to the Man in 
Welch, but we underſtood little of their Diſcourſe, 
From hence we rode over ſeveral barren and 
rocky Hills, the Weather continuing very miſty'; 
in an Hour we came to Llanſanfread, a Hamlet 
ſituatein a pretty Valley, on the South Side of which 
is a large Mountain, covered on the North with 
Wood "this Hill is exceeding fertile, and feeds a 


large 
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Jarge Number of wes In *. Vale, I found the 
beſt baked Bread I had ſeen ſince I left Knighton. 
Our Landlord here, among other Things, in- 
formed us of one of Mr. PPhitefielPs Diſciples 
having been there lately ; he repeated ſeveral 
Paſſages out of his Enthuſiaſtical Journal, (to 
ſay no worſe of it) which is needleſs to inſert, 
becauſe the World is perfectly acquainted with 
that ſelf-intereſted deceiving, tho? uſeſul Fellow. 
We loſt our Way a little, but a Peaſant directed 
us into it again: We aſcended the woody Hill 
before-mentioned, on the Top is a fine Plain, 
over which we rode with no ſmall Pleaſure ; in- 
deed we had here no fine Proſpects of Woods, 
| Lawns, Cities, Towns, or Villages; one and the 
ſame Thing generally attracted our Sight, i. e 
Hills and high Mountains; but it being fine 
Weather, the Mountain quite plain and green, 
with a good many Sheep feeding, made it very | 
agreeable, A gradual deſcending Road brought 
us off this Place, when we entered a Valley, 
turning to the Right Hand, which Vale conti- 
nued *cill we came to Aber Edow, or Edway, as 
our Geographers write it ; we had Mountains on 
each Hand, with Wood on its Side; in the 
Bottom, which was not very broad, was a great 
many very good Meads and other Land. On 
our Left we had the River Edow, or Edway, 
which continued with us to the Village aforeſaid. 
In the middle of this Vale is a good large hand- 
fome Houſe called Aber Edow Gourt: Mr. Baſ- 
Rerville's Widow lives here, her Husband was 
lately a Juſtice of the Peace for this County, In 
a Quarter of an Hour wecame to the Place we 
intended, as above-mentioned : Aber, in the 
Britiſb Language, ſignifies a Mouth, and Edow 
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as the Natives, and Edway, as Mr. Senex, and 
others call it, is the Name of the River, The 
Village ſtands in a whimſica! Manner, on a ſmall 
Hil}, in the Middle of a Valley; on the Top 
of this little Hill ftands the Church, a large 
ſtrong Building, with a good Tower; the Vi- 
lage conſiſts of about thirty or forty indifferent 
Houſes: We alighted at a ſmall one by the Ri- 
ver Side; our Horſes were put in a Place made 
with Poles for that Purpoſe (here being neither 
Stable or good Hay, except at the Farmers). Mr. 
Percy led us into the Houte, which was low, and 
full of Company : We walked, according to 
Deſire, into. the Garden, in which were ſeveral 
Booths, or Huts, built with Poles and Boughs : 
We ſat down in one of thele, in which was a 
large flat Stone for a Table, We happened to 
be too late for Dint:er, tho? we had a hot Shoul- 
der of very pretty Mutton, and a Pie ; we cut 
the Mutton, tho? our Stomachs were but indiffe- 


rent. | begg'd my Friend Percy to examine the 


Pie, of which Curioſity I ſhall give this true 
Deſcription.: The Veſſel it was in, was an ear- 
then Dith, or Platter, of a brown Complexion, 
and what is calld the Leading, or Glazing, 
Time and ill Uſage had almoſt deſtroy'd, On 
one Side, was à Piece broke out, about the 
Breadth of three Inches. This Fraction was 
clos'd up with ſome Bran and Water made into 
the Conſiſtence of a Paſte ; the Cruſt of the Pic, 
was the fame. Colour as the Plaiſter aforeſaid, 
under which Cruft was a Meſs of Skin, Bores, 
and: Fleſh of ſeveral Sorts of Meat, mix'd toge- 
ther, with a large Quantity of Liquid: Thus 
far the Pie, which we: thought proper to remove 
to the Bottom of aur Tahle. Our ſecand Caurſe, 
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was a mangled Diſh of Beans and Bacon, which 


had been at ſome Table before, and two or three 


Parts ; how rich or nice, it's eaſy to imagine. 


| Our Liquor was indifferent good Ale; but the 


Cyder was extraordinary bad; this we gave our 
Drawer: Its Taſte was like Turnip Juice and 


Vinegar mix'd. Things not pleaſing us here; 


we walk'd up the Hill towards the Church- yard; 
here we found a large Concourſe of People, and 
under a Yew-Tree, was about ten Couple Danc- 
ing. to the Tune of an indifferent Fiddle : 
Againſt the Tower, were ſome of the moſt active 


Lads Pve ſeen, playing at Fives; their Lan- 


guage was entirely Yelch, Heie we met, of 
Mr. Percy's Acquaintance, an old Clergyman, who 
is Rector of two neighbouring Pariſhes, and a 
young gentee] Attorney: They led us from this 
Place farther in the Village, where we found an 


exceeding good Company of Dancers, among 


whom was Mr. Protbero's Daughter of Built, 
before- mentioned, this Attorney's Siſters, Sc. 


They had two Violins and a Harp; they danc'd 


in a Booth made of Poles and Boughs: We found 


in and about this Place, ſeveral Hundreds of 
People, all in their beſt, and, what is not a na- 


tural Welch Quality, were very clean. It was to 
me ſurpriſing to ſee here almoſt as many People 
as I thought was in the whole County of Radnor. 
The Parſon knowing of the beft Ale, we follow'd, 
him, who led us into a little dark Houſe, where: 
we waited a conſiderable Time for the Liquor, 
which was very. good when it came. Here came; 
to us a poor inoffenſive Fellow, who I remem- 
ber'd kept an Apothecary's Shop in Built, where 
my Couſin bought ſomething Yeſterday. The 
Parſon and Lawyer attack'd him on his Practice 

; | | of 
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of Phyſick and Surgery; the Parſon told him, that 
he had lately ſent a Man to Heaven, If I did (re- 
turn'd he to the Parſon} it's, I believe, more than 
you ever did. I thought the Repartec quite good. 
This oblig'd the Parſon to halt; but the Lawyer 
ſupporting him, I took the Doctor's Part, and 
brought him off, (as well as poſſibly I could), The 
Reflect ion of this Scene was quite diverting; Law, 

Phyſick, and Divinity, were here diſplaying their 
: — Excellencies, tho' not in the greateſt Per- 
fection. Here was a young Welch Attorney, talk. 
ing of Sir Peter King, Coke, and Litileton; a Di- 
vine, of St. Paul, St. David, and Dr. Ti Hotſon : the 
Fhyſician, of Galen, Boerbaave, and Ratclife ; 
but ſuch mauling of Characters, and miſapply'd 
Rules, my Ears never heard. It began to rain 
very hard, and continu'd ſo long, that the Dan- 
cers were oblig'd to ſhelter ; ſeveral of them came 
to our Houle, where we treated them with Cher- 


ries, Ale, &c. the Cherries were bought for 


Three-pence per Pound. We were plagued 
with an old Woman, who came to employ the 
Attorney, to ſue her eldeſt Son, on a very frivo- 
tous Account; he aſſured us, ſhe had been with 
him ſeveral Times, on. the ſame Errand, and 
ſhe ſwore, that ſhe had an Hundred Pounds to 
ſpend, and that, if he would not undertake the 
Buſineſs, ſhe would employ another. The Par- 
lon now diſputing with a young Lady about pay-_ 
ing for. Cherries, as ſhe far on a Bench, by ſome 
untoreſeen Accidert, her Heels flew from under 
her, and, - I've Reaſon co believe, her Funda- 
mentals (without Cloaths betwixt) touch'd the 
Stones, which Stones were really naſty ; after 
wich the . continued very much confounded, 


during our Stay, tho' the 0¹⁴⁰ Parſon laugb'd 
K loud 
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foud at this ankoocky Fall. It continued, wet, 
and no Hopes of the Weather altering : We went 
down for our - Horſes, for there was no lying 
here, who ſtood in the Rain, and paid Four- 
pence a- piece for our Dinner, Sc. mounted, and 
were perſuaded to go through Built home, 'tho* Y 

ſomething round about. la a Quarter of an 

Hour we came to the River Me, about a Mile 
above where the Edo falls into that River; the 
Water being pretty high, we were ſome what 


fearful, whether we ſhould ford it or go over. 


the Mountains : The Parſon plung'd in, and we 


immediately follow'd him, (as we ought). and 


all ſafely arriv'd on the other Side, on which 
Side we continu'd to Built, which is near four 
Miles. In ſome Places this River hath a fine 


ſmooth Current, and being a large Stream, would 
bear almoſt any freſh Water Veſſels ; but in 
others very rocky, as it is above the Town; and 
this Attorney aſſured me, he had it from very. 


good Hands, that it would coſt upwards of an 
hundred Thouſand Pounds to make it navigable 
from the Hay, which is but ten Miles to this 

Town: Reſides, the Waters falling ſo ſuddenly. 


from the Hills, without a great deal of Care, the 


Locks and Flood-gates would be blown up; and. 


indeed the little Importance of Trade, and Bar- 


renneſs of this Country, would anſwer noExpence- 
at all of this Sort. Being arriv'dat Built, already 
deſcrib'd, we ſtopp'd and drank a Glaſs or two 
with the Lawyer, and then parted. The Parſon 
living our Way, accompany'd us, together with _ 
a Man then going, toour Lodgings. The Parſon- 


entertain*d us with a great many Stories, one of 


which Pve inſerted at the beginning of this Work. 
This Man's general Character is, that he is 
very 
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very benevolent, charitable, and not the leaſt 


covetous: He inſiſted on our calling at his 


Houſe, which is the neateſt and beſt .contriv*d 
(I believe) in the whole County of Radnor. We 


did not alight, but he treated us with Ale and 


Cyder, made on his Eſtate, and Brandy, a Li- 
quor (tho? ordinary enough) drank in common, 


NY much lik'd in this Part of the World by 


thoſe who can afford it: We found the Way 
Home, tho? it was dark, and our Company, ac- 
cording to Cuſtom, very noiſy. We underſtood, 
by the Ladies and others, that they had a Carp 
for Supper; we got a little of it warm'd, ard 
found it to be a Chub, of which this River a- 
bounds, and ſome cold Veal. Having ſupp'd we 
ſat about an Hour, went to Bed, and ſlept very well. 


Wedneſday. Fuly 12. We aroſe at Seven, and- 


having drank our Water, went in queſt of the 
other Springs. Walking up the little Valley a- 
foreſaid, near the Fountain, and keeping our Courſe 


up the Common, we came to a ſmall Wood, in 
which is a Cottag: ; and the Fountains, in Num- 


ber there. The rſt we came to has been a little 


inconvenient Bath, but Mr. Jones hath begun to 


amend it, though nothing but the Timber Work 
is done yet, and the Whole at a Stand: It is divi- 
ded into two Parts, in one is the Spring; this is 


an irregular Triangle, about four Feet over. The 


Colour of the Water is greyiſh, and boys up in all 
Parts of the Well, ſometimes two Inches above 
the Surface, with a ſimmering Noiſe. The Quan- 
tity ariſing here is about thrice as large as the 
Drinking Fountain, and is more brackiſh and 
unpleaſant, I am told this is a ſovereign Bath 


for the Rheumatiſm. We were led by a Boy to a- 


nother Spring, about a hundred Yards from hence, 
in the Middle of a Thicket. | This 


This Spring, whoſe Surface is about four 
Feet long, and two broad, is almoſt black, but 
is continually troubled with the riſing of a grey 
iſh Water in Clouds, which breaks all over the 

Surface; it is alſo choak'd up with a freſh Wa- 
ter Rill, which is ſometimes pretty high, and 
impregnates with the Mineral, and conſequently 
weakens it; yet it was then the ſtrongeſt Mine- 
ral (impregnated with all the Particles that com- 
Poſe each Spring before deſcribed) I ever taſted, 
and an immediate Cure for all ſcorbutick and 
ſcrophulous Humours. The Boy told me that 
his ener, People would cure themſelves of 
the Itch with waſhing two or three times. A 
few Yards from this is another of like Quality: 
They riſe in a very boggy Place, and the Boy 
told me, that ſeveral People had endeavoured to 


bottom it without Succeſs. There is always a 


large yellow Scum on the Edge of each Spring. 
Faving ſeen theſe Foantains, we returned 
home, and breakfaſted quietly, (a rare Thing.) 
| We now underſtood our Company danced laſt 
Night. They ſent for the Muſician five Miles; 
ſeven Couple danc'd about ſix Hours, and 
would give the Fellow but half a Crown: wa, 
Slip Phli was Manager, who was going to bea 
the Man for refuſing the Money, and a 
them the Action was quite ſmall; however the 
Fiddler did not take the half Crown. This prov- 
ing a wet Day, we were oblig d to ſtay at home. 
But Mr. Percy went this Day into Brecknockſhire, 
promiſing to ſee us on the Morrow, Mr. Slip 
Phli this Morning had another odd Diſpute. It 
- ſeems he ordered his Man to buy ſome Oats in 
the Country, which he did of a poor neighbour- 
ing Fellow, who this Morning brought chem in. 
; 1 he 
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1 he Servant pretended that he had not brought 
them agrecable to his Bargain, and therefore in- 
ſiſted on the Oats for nothing, which were four 
-Buſhels. This frighted the poor Fe llow in ſuch a 
Manner, that he went to Mr. Slip Ppli the Maſter 
for Redre ſo, but he told him, that he was a Raſcal, | 
and deſerv'd to be puniſh*d'; however, in "the 
mean Time, they found Means to convey out of 
the Bags about one Buſhel of the Oats, which the 
poor Fellow miſſing, apply'd toMr. Her's Peſt 
for a Warrant; he recommended him to Mr. Jones, 
but Mr, Jones being unwilling to trouble himſelf, 
the Fellow carried off the Remainder, and with z 
Volley of Curſes declared, he would never bring 
Oats to ſuch ſcrubby Gentlemen again. 

A poor Woman, this Day, brought Mrs. 
Slip Phli a Pint of Strawberries, and as much 
_ - Cream, and ask'd her to give for them what ſhe 

thought they were worth; ; ſhe putting her Hand 
In her Pocket, took out a Half-penny, and gave 
the Woman, faying ſhe had no more Copper, or 
would have given it her: So mean an Action we 
all thought very extraordinary. Our young La- 
dies continu'd very gay, or, if the Expreſſion may 
be us'd, wanton, efpeciall, y the Sadvies, This 

: Morning Mr. Jacome and myſelf took a Walk 

to Mr. Joneßs, which, notwithſtanding it faces 
the North, and on the Side of a Hill ſurrounded 

by a low Wood, it's ſo well contriv'd, that no 
Wind affects it much. Mr. Fones's Brother the 
Preacher, that we heard on dyxday, din'd with 
us this Day, but old 8/zp PZ: behav'd fo intole- 
_rably ride to him, that the good Maa left us 
100n after it was over, The Weather continu'd 
wet, With a cold North- Wind. While we were 
at Dinner, a Counſellor at Law alighted at the 
7 Door 
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Door, and was introduced by Mr. Suot John, 
who knew him ; he entertain'd us with a long 
Account of the wretched Accommodation at the = 
Wells in Brecknockfoire, mentioned to us at Built, 
and the rude and ill-natur'd Behaviour of the 
Company there. This I thought might have had 
ſome Effect on the Manners and Behaviour 
of this he was in; but Lupus pilum mutat non 
Mentem. The young Squire fat next me, and a 
Couple of Ducks being on the Table again, of 
which he 1s very Gag, the Ladies divided one 
of them, and the young Briton again ſeiz'd the 
other, cut, or rather tore off the four Limbs, ard 
put the Carcaſs in the Diſh again, Our Company 
now begg'd we would be ſo good to drink in 
common with them, which we refus'd, for ſeveral 
Reaſons, Mr. Jacome indeed did at laſt, and paid 
Dixteen-pence for three Glaſſes, The Violin en- 
tertain'd us during Dinner, which, with old Slip 
 #bI?$curſing him for refuſing the half Crown, and 
the Landlady for taking the Cups out halt full; 
together with the Tongues of a Dozen Women 
moving at once, Mr. Vanaugh's Affectation, the 
Squire's Ruſticity, and the new Counſellor's Re- 
_ petition of his late Uſage, made a Jargon and con- 
fus'd Sound much more harſh and unintelligible. 
than that of a Sailor's booſing Ken. We were o- 
blig'd to leave the Company, and found in the 
Smoaking-Room Mr. Barite, a young Attorney: 
We now drank a Bottle or two of Wine, viz. Mr. 
Facome, Mr. Bartie, Mr. Poſpib, the Squire, and 
myſelf, During this came in Miſs Tetby Fadvir, 
who was fo condeſcending to drink a Glaſs of our 
Wine; ſhe rallied the Squire S ip Pblz, on their 
offering the Fellow half a Crown; faid it look*'d 
excecding ſcandalous, and that this ſame 6 
| | er 
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| her Father's Houſe, had receiv'd above à Guinea 
for leſs Muſick 3 this warm'd the Blood of young 
Slip Pbli, who told her (like a Man) that he 
had as many Guineas to pay on fuch Account as 
ſhe, or any of her Family, and defired none of 
her unneceſſary Airs: The natural Heat of the 
Welch prompted them to ſay more, till they 
brought more Company to know the Matter, 
which abated the Storm faſter than it rofe, tho“ 
not without ſome Blows. Old Slip Phi; obſerving 
1 drank Wire, inſiſted on my going to a Bowl of 
Punch, which they were drinking; I remember F 
drank but two Glaſſes, for which I was charg'd 
15 Pence; the old Fellow bullied the Landlord 
ſo, that he gave him half a Pint of Shrub to be 
quiet, This Afternoon arriv'd Mr. Odfy, a lufty, 
8 young Man, but a Rake; this Gen- 
tleman Miſs Sadvies had been continually talkin 
of, whoſe Arrival rejoiced them not a little. They 
ask'd us to dance, but we, for ſeveral Reaſons, re- 
fus'd ; they continu'd roaring and making an un- 
common Noiſe all Night, committing almoſt 
every Exceſs : We went to Bed at Ten; but were 
awak'd about One with the Noiſe of a Rape, a 
Nape; it ſeems the Ladies had thrown Mr. Od-- 
fly down, and he and Mr. Van ſe, made that ſhock+ 
ing Noiſe : We enquired the Reaſon of it, and 
ſlept again; it was indeed too monſtrous a Cry: 
to be made any where but on a Welch Mountain, 
Thurſday we aroſe at Five, drank as uſual, tho“ 
at Home, had a noiſy Break faſt, but were di- 
verted in the Smoaky-Room with Mr. Panaugh's 
affected play ing on the Violin; Mr. Vau'ſe went 
a ſhort .- but return'd at Dinner, taking, 
according. to Cuſtom, little: or no Notice of his 
 Wite, but was very fand of the Sadvies. For 
5 Dinner, 
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Dinner, among the reſt, we had ahbther Couple 
of Dueks; the young Squire ſerv'd one as uſual z 


but upon examining tound ail the Guts in it, nor 


any Thing elſe taken from it but Head and Fea- 


thers; the Squire ſlipt it quietly down, and ſaid no- 
0 thing: Butl remember this Cookery anſwer-d one 


End well, that is, ſav'd a Pound cr two of Victuals 


from the devouring Jaws of this Famine-breeder 


the Squire, I was telling the Gentlemen at Table, 
that we had an odd Pie at Aber Edow, about which 


old Slip Phi (half hearing) began a formal Lye 
to her Ladyſhip; 1 gave him Time to finiſh it, 


in which he confounded and expoſed himſelf ſuf- 


ficiently; in ſhort, the Ladies could make nothing 
of it, but begg'd me to let them know the Story, 


which I did, and own, as contrary to his Account 

as I could, with Truth and good Manners. 
After Dinner, as we intended, and provided 

for this Morning, we went a F iſhing, but I muſt 


not ſorget that this Day we had Part of a Buck 
for Dinner, that Lady Sillimato preſented us with; 


(Miſs Sillima t offered to make a Pye of Part of 


it, but we had no Oven:) Which Meal we had 


ſcarcely finiſhed, when we were alarm'd with 


an Account of an Eugliſo Nobleman and two 


Welch Gentlemen at 15 Door; they wanted 


Lodgings, but could not procure any here, or 
in the Neighbourhood, though they enquired at 


almoſt every Houſe; ſo were obliged to go to; 
Ryadergowy, about twelve Miles off. Mr. Odfly 


was acquainted with them, and by him my: 


Lady. ſent her Service and a Plate of Veniſon; 
but his Lordſhip, and the Gentleman returned 


neither Compliment by Mr. Odſiy, or delivered 


it themſelves, which affronted her Ladyſhip 


very much. We went (88 L iaid) 4 bing to 
8 Iibon, 
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Ilon, had very good Sport, but I had the Morti- 


fication to loſe my Pocket Book and ſome Notes 
of the Journey, which I miſs'd not till the fol- 


lowing Day ; a Fellow by this River making 
Hay was mach diverced with the Humour of a 

Float, which he had never ſeen before. We 
came to a large Bridge over the River, and en- 
quired for our Friend Mr. Percy ; the Man told 
us he was juſt gone to the Publick Houſe; we 


left off Fiſhing, and walking home, found him 


there, and theServants of the Nobleman, Fc. going 


to Ryadergotoy; they had twoChairs, ſeveral loaded 
Horſes, a great many Dogs ; their Servants and 


Horſes very much tired, their Dogs hungry, and 
all had about twelve Miles to go: This was about: 
Seven o'Clock. Their Buſineſs in this Country was 
do ſhoot Growſe, a moſt excellent Diverſion, here 


being Plenty of that Game; tho' one Mr, Gwin 
of Garth is pretty jealous of it, but I'm told that 


in Montgomery and Merionethſbires they are more 
abundant. Mr. Od (tbe Maſters being juſt ſer out) 
provided a Country Fe! low for a Guide over theſe 


almoſt unpaſſable Mountains, and agreed with 


him for 1 5. which the Fellow thought was a good 
Sum, (tho' on Horſeback) but Somebody hinting 


to him, that he might as ſoon have had Half à a 


Crowu, (which it was really worth ;) the Man then 
told Odfly,thar he muſt have this Sum? What, ſays 
Od, did you not agree for a Shilling? and i im- 


mediately ran at him, knock'd the poor Fellow 
down, and afterwards obliged him to go for the 
Price agreed. My Coufin a: 10 Miſs Cillimato told 


ms this, who lik'd each other's Company much, 
they being both of a modeſt affable Diſpoſition, 
a! nd. were very frequent iy together. We found Mr, 
Pere here, as bs fote laid, who obli iged us to go with 
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x him home; he treated us very handſomely, tho? 
his Servants could not ſpeak Engliſh ; 1 ſaw here 


Sheep folded in a Barn, and having asked the Uſe 


of it, was told it was only for theDung, but I after- 
Wird underſtood it was for the Milk, which was 


taken once a Day. We had a merry Affair with 


twoSrorchmen, who cheat the People of this Coun- 


try intolerably, as they had now Mr. Percy, who 
bought Shirts of them, if we had not been there; 
but theIncident being too long to relate, and Things | 


of the ſame Sort common enough i in England, 1 
 thall omit it here. He ſent us home with two. 
Horſes and a Servant; he alſo lent us a Coffee Mill, 


wich we much wanted, and promiſed to ſce us on 
the Morrow : We found our Company at home 
very noify ; among other Things Mr. Odſiy finding 
a Common- Prayer Book of MiisLomley Sadvie's, 


| uttered with great Surprize, God bleſs me, what, 


Religion here? By G—d I am ſhock'd at chis! 


Sir, me replied, you miſtake it, you think we 


have no Religion, for, I afſure you, I read in that 


Book the Leſſons for every Day in the Week, 


which demonſtrated that her gilt Prayer-Book was 
like ſoms modern Gentlemen's Libraries, They 
began dancing and playing their beariſh Tricks, 
and continued fo to do till Five in the Morning; 
an Hour after which Time, Friday July 14, we a- 
roſe, and found them in a wretched Condition; 
Miſs Tedbie Sadvie fat in a great Chair by the Kie- 


chen Fire, with an old red Cloak, (without any A- 


pron) over her Shoulders. The People of the Houſe 
lay in the ſame ſleepy Condition on a Bench by, and 

all over the Houſe tome or other were a (eping 3 
we drank our Quantity of Water, and work*d it off 


at the Ladder, and miſſing my Pocket- Book went 
to © the River in qugſt of ic; but not finding it, or a 


Penkabfe- 


2 
Penknife T loft with it, and remembring a Boy no 
went to School at the Mecting-Houſe ſtood by us 
ſome Time a fiſhing, I went to the School and told 
the Maſter, who was the ſame thar preach: 'd the 
Welch Sermon on Sunday; he call'd and as d the 
Boy, who. anſwer'd, he did not ſee it; I told hirn 
it would be of no Service to any one but myſ-!!, 
He then look'd at me very gravely, and laid, that 
he was ſure the Boy would not tel] a Lye, nor any 
belosging to that Houle on any Account whatfo- 
ever: | went off very unſatished, but pleaſed with 
the ſeeming Simplicity of the Scaog]-maſter, 
We came Home, intending to go to Knighton 
this Evening, being quite tir'd with our Treatment 
here. Mr. Van e, his Wife, Mrs. Lobiuck, Mr. Od- 
Ay, and Pi/hob, went away chis Morning. | gather- 
ed a few Muſhrooms, gave Part to Mr. Hes P- 7, 
who order'd his Man to broil them for him; 1 ctr 
one on a Fire-ſhovel of Coals and went up Stairs; 
but coming again for my Muſaroom, I found an 
old Woman ſtriding over it, and holding an Ar- 
gument with our Landlord : Whether any thing 
dropp'd from the old Bottom of this naſty Lady 
into it, Fean't tell; but this Pm ſure, that I eat it 
without making much Enquiry. This Morning 
came a Gentleman, who is a Neighbour and Ac- 
quaintance of the celebrated Bumper Squire Jones; 
(who lives about nine Miles from hence;) this Gen- 
tleman told me, that he would willingly have per- 
ſuaded Mr. Jones to have come with him, who, 
he ſays, drinks exceſſive hard, and that he is a very 
_ generous Man; but will be dead ſoon, without 
proper Care; and indeed I took him, Mir. Wepol, 
(for that was this Gentleman's Name) to be in the 
ſame Condition; he almoſt loaded a Horſe with 
W Wünreeeen Rum, &. tor fear (as he ſaid) thry 
L 2 had 
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had none at the Wells. This Day ſome more of 
my Acquaintance came; but we were determined 


to return with ſome Company that were going to 


Kuighton this Evening, which Company were 
oblig*d to dine and drink Tea out of Doors, we 
diſcharg'd the Houſe the Rates, which are theſe : 
e 5 J. f. d. 

For Eating, excluſive of Coffee, Tea, 81 8 
Sc. per Day | | — * 


Ale, per Quart — 06003 
Cyder, per Quart — 604 
Wine, per Bottle — 0 2 3 
Shrub, per Gallon — I OO 
Horſe, per Night — 0 O 6 


Oats are charged here the ſame as in England, 


but they are very indifferent; you may buy them 


of the neighbouring Farmers for Seven-pence per 
Buſhel. It's cuſtomary to give the Woman ſome- 
thing, who ſerves you with the Water. I left 


my Compliments, with our good Friend's Coffee - 


Mill, and were juſt going to mount, when our 
Landlady told us, that the Gentlemen expected 
(this was old and young Slip Pbli, and Snot Jobn) 
to be paid for the Liquor my Couſin drank, while 
we were at Aber Edow, but upon her demanding 
to know the Sum, they deny'd it, curſing the 


Landlady as a Lyar. Juſt as we mounted, the 


Squire began to quarrel with the Hoſtler about 
his Spurs, (who had loſt one of mine) and his 


Maſter had carried my Friend's Bridle to Rad- 


nor; the Man told the Squire, he would look it 
as ſoon as the Company were mounted, he ſaid 


another Word or two which diſpleaſed and drew. 


the Squire's Blood all into his Face, who ran furi- 


- _ ouſly at the Hoſtler and beat him pretty much. I 


took him off, and was favoured by him with aſſiſt- 
VVV So | in 
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ing me on with my Coat, which moderated his Paſ- 
ion ſomethinge We mounted and rode off, leaving 
the Squire very noiſy with the Hoſtler. Mr. Facome 
took a Bridle off ſome Horſe's Head, inſtead of his 
own, and then we left Llandrindod Wells behind. 
I now confider'd myſelf like the Maeliles go 
ing from Egypt; we rode by Llanbadern, and 
baited at Pena Pont, our Company were two Gen» 
tlemen and three Ladies, who were very facetious, 

and we ſpent our Time merrily : We here ſaw 
' Oar-Cakes, ſome made very thin, and of fine 
Oatmeal, others of coarſe, and conſiderably thick - 
er, but neither exceeded half an Inch in Depth; 
but the Diameter was about fixteen Inches. We 
continu*d exceeding merry, *till we came toKnigh- 
ton, when it was near Night. Here we prated 
with the Ladies, but the Ge ele an promiſed, 
and indeed came and drank a Glaſs with us at our 


nn; we had a good Supper, but being very ſleepy, 


we went to Bed ſoon, and flept exceeding well, 
in a better Bed than I had ſeen this Week. 
Saturday 15.  Aroſe at eight o'Clock, and 
while Breakfaſt was preparing, we went to view 
the Town, which I ſhall thus deſcribe : 
_ © Knighton is ſituate on a little Riſing betwixt three 
Hills, the River Teme running on the Eaſt-Side 
of it; there are ſeveral Streets, and in general the 
Building is good, eſpecially that Street leading to 
the Church. This isa good handſome plain Build- 
ing; at the End of it is a School, and | jul beyond 
the Church-Yard is a Bridge ovet the Teme. The 
Market-Houſe is built on the Thigh Part of the Town; 
from hence is a pretty View down the Valley, thro? 
which the River runs. This 1s the only Town of 
Note in the Hundred of its own Names, is a Bo- 
rough, but lends no Meniber to Parliament. The 


Market 
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Market is on 2 burſdays, and is welljſupply'd with 


Cattle, Sheep, Hogs, Hops, Salt, Linnen, and 
Woollen-Cloth, Iron- ware, and great Quantities 
of Grain, A great many Men, which are called 
Badgers, buy Corn and other Goods, and carry 

them up in the Hill- Country. My Landlord told 


me, he hath had upwards of twenty Waggon- 
Load of Grain in his Houſe on a Market- Day. 


The ſcarceſt Thing is Firing, and made chiefly 


of Wood, which they buy by theAcre when grow- 
ing, and comes very. dear; ſome Coal they have 
from Mr. Pardoe's Pits on the Clee-Hill, which is 
twenty Miles Land Carriage. The Inhabitants 


have a good Character, they dreſs genteel, and 
tho! it is called a Melch Town, very few can 


ſpeak that Language. 
We ſet forward at Ten, and had a b 


: Ride to Ludlow, tho? ſome Part of it was very 
hot : My Couſin, who, when we came from Llau- 


drinded, was very ill, was now recover'd ; we 


came to Ludlow about two o'Clock, where we 
din'd, and eat Cherries after; which, together 
with a Glaſs of indifferent Wine, 'made me 


ſick, which continued 'till I came to the Clee- 


Hill, and here I ask'd the People at a Publick- 


Houſe if they could let us have a Dram of any 


Thing. They aſſur'd me they had none; but ſee- 
ing a particular Friend there, he fetch'd me out 
as good Cherry-Brandy as I ever taſted. Such 


ill Conſequences | ſometimes had the late Gin-Act; 
for Pm ſatisfied I could not have got to the next 
Town, which is Cleobury, without this Aſſiſt- 


ance. On this Hill are ſome Chalybeate Springs. 


On our Right we had a large Proſpect, and in a 


little Time, we came to a Foot-Road, or Paſ- 


ſage under Ground, which brings Coal out on 


Wooden 
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Wooden Waggons; Pm told ſeven hundred 
Lards from the Place where they are dug. Riding 
gently on, in two Hours we came to Cleobury, 
ſtaid here a little, and all arriv'd fafe and well 
at Home before Night. 
I ſhall, for the Benefit of thoſe who intend to 
go to theſe Wells, mention ſome Obſervations 
made, which may be of Service, and ma ke this 
Place more agreeable and ſatisfactory than per- 
haps it may otherwiſe be: The Lodgings 1 
would recommend are with Griffths's atLlandrin- 
dod, Davis's'near Mr. Jones's, or any ſuch Houſe 
in the Neighbourhood, though Griffthss is the 
| beſt. You ought to carry Sheets, Napkins, and 
- other Linnen with you; a Servant ſhould be 
there a Day before to provide Rooms, &c. and 
buy Proviſions, which may be beſt done at Built 
on a Monday, and at a cheap Rate; which you 
muſt take care to drefs yourſelves, though they 
provide all Materials for that Uſe. Some fend 
a Weck or 14 Days before, and brew a Caſk 
of Ale, but moſt People buy it at the Publick 
Houſes at the Price I have inſerted, and 
alſo of other Liquors, of which they never 
abate any thing, let the Quantity you buy be 
what it will ; therefore you may be a better 
Judge then me wh<ther it will anſwer cars 
Tying there any Liquor, conſidering the Price 
of the Commodity when bought, and Trouble 
and Inconveniency of bringing it here: You 
have Fowls, Eggs, Sc. brought to the Door, 
and exceeding cheap. If it ſhould ſo happen that 
you drop into the Company of Velch Lodgers, 
and are the weaker Party, take care how you 
offend, for they are exceeding troubleſome, 
jealous, paſſionate, and revengeful, therefore 
| | | ilE 
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the less of their Com pany the better. Dancing, 
if you like it, is very much uſed here, and Mu- 
fick pretty good, and cheap enough; Fiſhing, 
as aforeſaid, is very good in the Ion and Wye. 
As to Water-drinking, Sc. it is proper to have 
the Body prepared by Phyſick before you ſet 
out; and when there, I think this Rule a good 
one to be obſerved; ariſe in the Morning at Six, 
and as ſoon as you can drink the Waters ; for 
a middling Conſtitution five or ſix Pints, which : 
may be done by the Ladies at the Houſe, it be- 
ing brought every Morning; if the firſt Pint 
were warm'd, it would operate the ſooner, though 
it is a little more nauſeous; the more Exerciſe 
you ule the better during the Operation; in an 
Hour and an half you may breakfaſt, but Care 
ought to be taken to keep you from catching 
cold, and of eating Breakfaſt greedily ; you may 
dine about Two, uſe Exerciſe after, and fup at 
Eight; and if you prefer your Health to the 
-Pleaſure of an unreaſonable and uſelefs- Hour, 
go to Bed at Ten; you ought to ftay, a Fort- 
night at leaft, (though my Buſineſs. prevented 
my ſtaying fo long) and it is abſolutely neceſſary 
for thoſe who have good Health, to preſerve it 
by purging off the greſs Humours of the Body 
by thele Waters, which Phyſick can't effect. | 
It is a dangerous Thing fot pregnant Women 
to drink; but frequently makes a barren one 
pregnant: In ſhort, this Well wants nothing but 
an agreeable Situation, and good Company of 
Taſte and Experience, with thoſs Amuſememis 
and Diverſions that attend ſome inconſiderable 
Wells in the Kingdom, to render it a8 ches 
a8 * in Germany. EI 
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